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Lesson 1.
About Kashmiri language and Devanagari-Kashmiri Script:

Introduction:

In olden times, Kashmiri was written in Sharada, one of the oldest
scripts which was developed around 10th century. Some scholars
are of the view that Sharada used to be our script for writing Sanskrit,
which we subsequently used to write Kashmiri. Indo-Roman type
was used for writing Kashmiri for quite some time, but it could not
become popular. The Persio-Arabic script has been recognised
as the official script for Kashmiri by the government. Devanagatri-
Kashmiri did not receive any official patronage but it continued to
be used by Kashmiri Pandits as a medium of writing. However
there was one lacuna. Writers used different set of diacritical marks
to represent peculiar Kashmiri sounds and this resulted in chaos
and confusion among the readers.

In 1995, a committee of scholars agreed upon adapting a
particular set of diacritical marks for the peculiar Kashmiri sounds.
This set of diacritical marks continued to be used in Devanagari-
Kashmiri till the year 2002, when another committee of experts
led by Dr. Roop Krishen Bhat, under the auspices of Northern
Regional Language Centre of the Central Institute of Indian
Languages (Ministry of Human Resources Development), decided
to further modify some of the diacritical marks. The said Committee
agreed upon a new set of modified vowels and diacritical marks,
leading to finalisation of the Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri
script towards end of the year 2002. This Script is now being
used worldwide for uniformity in writing Kashmiri in Devanagari.
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The Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri Alphabet has the
following set of Vowels and Consonants: (Listen to Audio LK-1)

Vowels (¥R)
GT! G‘T’! 3"].! allv.! G]T! GTT, g, g’ g! E! %, Q! t! Q! aﬂ.! an.! aﬂ.!
3

You will observe, the Matras in two Vowelst and 3T|' are bent what
we call sarpaakaar or serpent-like, thus a different pronunciation.

As a result, the sounds of § and 3 are shortened in T and 3N

Now please listen to the audio Audio LK-1 again and observe the
difference.

31, 3, 3, 3, ﬁ, and 3 have been introduced in Kashmiri
Vowels to Fepresent the peculiar Kashmiri sounds which are strange

to Nagari. There is no place for Visarga (3T) in Kashmiri. d and
d are considered vowels when they represent second members

of a conjunct (asin g and X)) (Audio LK-2)
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Lesson 2.

Consonants (ai'a:f) (Audio LK-3)

$, 9T 4,9, 9 MR TR |
c, G, S qd, d, <, A 9 %, 9, ¥
q, ¥, d, d A, ¥, T q

There are three affricative consonants in Kashmiri which are

strange to the Nagari alphabet. They are, as you see above ¥ ,
Y and o

Kashmiri has no aspirated sonants like ©, ¥, @, § and ¥
So HIC can be written as IC and I as 99 in Kashmiri.

Similarly ¥, & and Sl are also not part of the Kashmiri alphabet.
They are often but not always retained in Kashmiri to write words

directly borrowed from Sanskrit and Hindi. & and UT are generally

replaced by Anusvara (.) in Kashmiri, but can also be used to

represent words borrowed from Sanskrit and Hindi. For example
SIHTUTS can also be written as SIS  (Listen to Audio LK-4)

Now we know the set of Vowels in Kashmiri language (d¥)
3]., GTV, %T, allv.! aT! Gﬁ:, g! g’ g, E! %’ Q! Q! Q, aﬂ., an.! aﬂ.!

31' and g & d (when they represent second members of a
Conjunct). (Listen again to Audio LK-1 and Audio LK-2)

We all know how to read and pronounce the Vowels which already
exist in Hindi alphabet viz:

I, Mg, 5,8, %, %, 0,0, a3, 3, -7, -9
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Some illustrations using these vowels (and their matras) in Kashmiri
are given here: (Audio LK-5)

: I, IAY, 3Rqlg, I3
: IR, AR, 3R, 3R
: XIST, 9, S, digY

: SSCH, VIV

: B, R, RAR, R
:éqﬁ,s"ﬂ'\r

: IR, 9, IR

: IORY, AP

- 49, o3, 8N

e [ ]




ad mire

3 : s, SR

Yo

3 @ 30, I

" 1 TGy, 9, 91

-¥: 9 (I9), Y (TFY)
-9 : [Q (I9), <%, 09 (T9)

My Language

IS
My Passport
to
My Motherland
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Note: Translation of Kashmiri words into English wherever given, is only to
help the learner to understand the Kashmiri word.

Now, we will learn reading and pronouncing the Vowels which have
specially been introduced in the Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri
alphabet to represent some peculiar sounds of the Kashmiri
language viz (Audio LK-7 & Audio LK-8):

3, 3, 3, 301, Q, 3N

Now let us study the usage of first diacritical mark 3]
(Audio LK-9)

\—4

I :
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-10)
S (half), TR (arm)
é’G‘r (a piece of cloth) ?\f_\’ (hard),
el (il PfIT (swallow),
?TEV_\’ (yellow rice) T\IL%'G‘I}[ (poverty),
AT (whom)

Let us study the usage of second diacritical mark 3
(Audio LK-11)

I :

-

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-12)

B3 (bridge), G (run)
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9 (me), T (skin)
o] (come), dR dIX (slowly)
98 (first), R (slip)

SYI (a type of shawl)

Let us study the usage of third diacritical mark 3 (Audio LK-13)

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-14)
331%1:[ , IS (eighth), T (tent)
SR’ (cold), Sq HIcT (deep mala)
iFTcS (veil), Qg@(one who speaks through nose)

Let us study the usage of fourth diacritical mark 3T
(Audio LK-15)

A4

3T

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-16)

3TN (mouth), 3R (plum)
QN (window), 21N (maina)
?"ﬁ?’ (cucumber), EIT'QT(simiIarity)

Let us study the usage of fifth diacritical mark Q
(Audio LK-17)

T

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-18)
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V&AM (favour), E (flame)
2E (body), afeT (then)

'x‘?l‘s’ (wetness), ;I_S' (sparks)

Let us study the usage of sixth diacritical mark Gn'
(Audio LK-19)

.

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-20)

3N (clouds), 37 (blind)
3N (frail), P (bribe)
I (flock)
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Let us now combine Anusvara =~ with

T: (Audio LK-21)

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-22)
?;lbg (branch), 3TGT (swan)
Eﬁ@? (fig), %’“ﬁﬂ (coloured)
3 1El.’?;zf(around), T‘:I’?TJI_\"—"T(to count)

L

T

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-23)

II\'I:’"\’\{I? (Mantra) fd gTTTT (boatman)

DI (to shiver), TlTE' (kite)
Eﬁ%ja (made of bamboo)

-

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-24)

@g—w (to groan) :{I_g' (scoundrel),
}j@'s’ (twentyfive)

~

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-25)
§1§|‘5’—5§|‘5’ (make excuses)
EE\W dhC (younger female child)
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-

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-26)

??7_&' (something)

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-26)

TS (finger), ST (fire)
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Lesson 5.

Exercise 1

Reading Words with (1)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-27

<) eye) IS (halfy  JIfSST  (bone)
ﬁ@ﬁ (strange) STTTT (swan) ETW (how many)
PHNT  (shit)  DIIST  (swallow) DT (whom)
G2 (mean) TT@:[ (let go) R (watch)

A

RAET (poverty) STaH (land, earth) qarsT (manners)
?T'%EF (way) ﬁ—é"? (yellow rice) é\_ﬂ (burnt)

A
e

X (hard) Y (guests) URA (let read)

N\

N (fute) HO fly)  HIR  (sugan)

SR (house) NIX (sea)

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

My Language
IS
My ldentity
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Lesson 6.

Exercise 2

Reading Words with (31T)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-28)

o/

3T (fault) AP (opium) P (one-eyed)
EFTW skilled person) EFI'q?f (plenty) Eﬁlﬁa (murderer)
@Tﬁf empty) TI'I_\’ (water chestnut)GIT%?’[ (ignorant)
Sifefl

A

fake) [l [s) (dear) I (present)

old) EITﬁﬂT (wife) EIT?T (bamboo)
gl mother) qr! (pardon) o (buffalo)
IR cucumber) qre (ring) aﬁa(in-laws’ place)
's’ﬁﬁ[ (chain, latch)

Oy

(
(
(
FIT&IT’T (amulet) ET:T (pomegranate) ET?' (window)
(
(
(

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

A4

PRR

T F oG
afa
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Lesson 7.

Before we proceed further, | would like to clarify certain twist in
the words described hereunder. Kindly try to understand it
thoroughly. Read the following words:

olhd, HIRI, 9, IS, hIST
In Hindi, we would read it like we read &idd1, Y, I, TS, Hivl

and Ardhachandra would not make any difference in pronouncing
them. But in Kashmiri, Ardhachandra combined with Anusvara
changes the pronunciation drastically. Words will read as (Listen
to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-29)

Exercise 3

Reading Words with (3l)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-30)

e

|, me q you hacl bridge

~ ~

head R slip Y run

~ ~’ ~’

SN atype of shawl 99  own HIc1 skin

o o

gd  come  ARAR slowly TIS  his, her

~’ ~’

Eﬁjﬁ whose dest  your R[] loose
q@j_\jg lion SIE3 ard postman dTy] cook
el arel plumber MY  hen g tailor

~ ~

52 leech qc stigma 3[C shoulder

~’ ~’

winter TJd otherwise

7

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 8.

Exercise 4

Reading Words with (3])
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-31)

I how many? P  young ones TN cold
form H tent P incense

boA
o

NI along with ~ TS veil ! money

~’
< <

gﬁqzﬁ? catgut EIE[ one who speaks through nose

~
7

gfem it 3SH  eighth IR bedecked

cudgel

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

Lesson 9.
Exercise 5

Reading Words with (Q )
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-32)

?F_S' something ﬁ%r then
flame 2I_S' sit down aﬁ’[ when
wrinkles FRITR  iron I third

~

century AT wife HERT  bride
son W sandy Y= paternal aunt

to become scorned

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 10.

Exercise 6

Reading Words with (Sﬂ' )
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-33)

<H lemon ?h? hard W fact
PR did 9 level IMAR Tuesday
?_CnEF sour ?ﬂq deep 3@3 bitter
F"T@_\’ yellow QTRQT lumps Eﬁ%g'\’ inlaws
‘qﬁér washerman WEF shoulder Q_C' throat
@QT tear aﬂ? up lﬂ_‘a‘?(month of) Pousha

mg? sweet Fh'ﬂa rice I without

Eﬂ?ﬁﬁ have done T'TEIW to bend w servant
EIN| fact @g? clouds

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

4

PRR

T F oG
e
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Lesson 11.

Exercise 7
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-34)

It bone JATSST to mix up @ﬂ:[ fire
3TEHTY conceited Wfortyone 3Mtferd sour cherry
31§|T|TE[ unknowingly 311115‘[ finger m'q index finger
3R blindness T wie  IAYSAR liar
3NIdT  laughing ISR softness 31@?5 today’s
3rlet not burnt 3T opium %aﬂ half pounded
ﬁ?@?’f large bone C":ﬁ?:'GI"IJ@ mutual abuse\”ﬂTi\;o‘lTrf helpless

AYEJI  moreover PR unboiled 3‘1’?@? first
3]§IEIT7€[ plough 313@? unmarried

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

e 57 1w TR A
DIER YT Y A ?
FIA M |
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Lesson 12.

Exercise 8
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-35)

7

EF@'_"’:[ baker’s wife E|'7|1'|7<r fire pot _QE%IG[ acute colic
PHY awhip  DIb trembling WERGRI taking care

A

T a Khoja ~ TIYR  hollow Wy to pluck
YR she-ass @?@3 easily terrified EI%IS punishment

TR o rusty g obstruction@hﬂﬁ eaten

A

L&:N| happy YyR  date e bunch

~

T ugly faced PIEAd  capable D lane

first Idfld  rose MeId  to count

-

anger e kite

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 13.

Exercise 9

Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-36)

i a g Qg| XY scream

~
A

excitement
%rlgih?l quadruped
. hurry
emptiness
umbrella
ascetic

a bag

=T gown qqg desire
IRR idiocy I drunk
%ﬁ?q chutney Gla\f#f youth
BAY  wound YT  threshing
B8  only ORI akind of fish
8'.@:[ to pick BaST  to whiten
SR hookah Siled network

SIE] goodness fo[ pair

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

e 57 1w TR A
DIER YT Y A ?
FIA M |
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Lesson 14.

Exercise 10
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-37)

CId  akind of cap [*SE) rumour Cdd  spotted
é-“T hillock E,PI"'T tumour QT a sob

A

CAY ameredrop §S uninvited  SRT a mace
23S self-conceit ORI cheatinggg?ﬁ pause

a% stand firmly %EFE[ abode ol large bag

A

é?fl"ﬂ cooling drink éﬂa’ all property ?:TTF{ looseness
A€ one &ahalf SIS a witch

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

SR B A AT 544 |
3Ry afer
T P I
3o AT i HI A |
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Lesson 15.

Exercise 11
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-38)

dependent ?‘IER’ axe ﬁg\’ apex
because ﬁ%r then ?I‘s’ arrogance
yours dcJd defeat CHHR cataract
dish AP  to boast o= butter
slap °gNIIE wearied U] to trim
spitter N trembling G¥  upside down
washerman é_elw to bury S’—W two-doored
twofold ?@Er son :ITZR_&' New Year
barber < decision IR flat nosed

conduit

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

PIYR T T oG 2T
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Lesson 16.

Exercise 12
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-39)

U fowl U mercury ﬁ§=f to ooze
IR shepherd YT  a wing WX infirm
g% lotus nut EFTTI:\" penniless UaR rough
IR blossoming BRI beggary Wl boil

froth W hungry EI'IEF{ flurry

il shaped I  stupidity SR to divide

twelfth IBEEIR) beggar DR ugly
Tferet poverty HS foolish Iﬂ::'f[ to knead
AEHMENI hospitality AT mother

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

My Language
IS
My ldentity
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Lesson 17.

Exercise 13
Practice in reading words
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-40)

qeqy although T age of world Qb cross beam
Qjﬂ? charcoal burner I as soon as el when
IIR this side IO priest’s client S watch

S{S] rascal RIV[™  king-hood XTI demon

s

Rid—g slip X mixed 355 form

3@? high ground Fl'lilyl'% helplessness <flqd kind help
?ﬁ%‘\’ yellowness Fl?;ll_q quarrel oY indecent abuse
Y riches qYX  fatness  odgN belly

dX  iron clamp T to melt

~

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Exercise 14
Practice in reading words

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-41)

Q?E"T green pigeon IFE s fold &I < frost bitten
ﬁ@ conch shell ﬁlzl;ﬁ hunter 5[‘5 message
Jd  splendour R auspiciousness BFIT  destruction
_\':I'i? mould ggle  sound _\':ITQEIR fresh
I to sprinkle [ cheap WX  set forth
DI good time Il floods @ER’@T-[ to collect
%_\j part XY female deer &Y  rivalry
alc throat ‘é"@? white leprosy

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.

My Languageis

My Passport
{o

My Motherland
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Lesson 19.

Exercise 15

Practice in reading sentences

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-42)

g
BTG ?

T PR ARG ?
PR U4 Hg
Y IS T 2
R o BrhT
Yerd fod g
Rypag?
PREEEIR
R o5 =g wre
DI TP ?

7 99 1Y I8
DI HRY R
P AT ?
N G ST 1

TS 9IS /A

Come here

What happened?
When did you come?
Keep your neck straight
What do you want?

It is very cold

My clothes are wet
Who is this?

This is catgut

This is my mother
Where will you go?

| saw a lion yesterday

We will leave after doing the work

Where did he reach?
He has a nice bungalow

First listen to me

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 20.
Exercise 16
Practice in reading sentences

(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-43)

g I Y[ YepI ?

Did you come on foot?

RY G 3 IS FF

Baramulla is a big town.

= e g S S WA |

My son reads in 10™ class.

IR ST IT T PR

We purchased a new car yesterday

9 3G 7 TEHTH T |

| had gone to Pahalgam yesterday.

T G TIig BS T Hol e ?

Have you ever stayed in a house boat?

I Plor & Tea T 2R IR |

Chinar tree has big leaves.

IS AN T £33 I |

Budshah was a king of Kashmir.

YRR FoR IS g gl Ya R |

There is a Shiv temple on top of Shankaracharya Hill.
TR b o T8 SpReTTeT TRy 9 |

Amar Nath can be approached via Sonamarg also.
HYR G I Al FoTg A I |

It snows heavily in Kashmir in winter.
LR A I ger g e I M |
Srinagar was also known as the City of Seven Bridges.

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 21.

Exercise 17
Practice in reading sentences
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-44)

A T g S8 3E HRY 3 ?
Y YT T 91 Mg |
31 Wil G iz I 1 ¥ g HoTg v |
Ry e g1 foig Aeigs 89 ?
g Hifers AT g1 7D Werel $ |
I B¥ 51 9 g 7 I%s A |
qIRAE Bl T & IR |

T AT PR g IS HAT ren |
UM T 719 1 gvrer oTg &9 |
dI<T gl dicd fom Sifbsr v &1e i g o |
IS DR MM 3erd I TRY PRI AR |

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 22.

Eercise 18
Practice in reading sentences
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-45)

9. R g PIe] T o T |

2. 3T R ST WIR o B9 SR s |

3. IR oy =y Ao et | Ry ofS oo i e e
eI Hol 6 B |

8. SIS Pl T = 191 oI & G55+ T J IdIoi 93
3 fbae |

4. TR T Gl T T Pig TS Agwga | e 1R IS g |

& . GRS F5T 91 52l g Al AR HiS Hidt 9 7

9. J I GH 18 I Bfer G RfTfer 72T 319 3/ T
i RITR Tiic o1 1 |

L. TS1cRI I51e 9+ G cddh e £ Bl |

R Jrgd g 9% I g R fRrg iy ey Wi Mg

Ro. i &1 SIS vt A1 bR Riar | gt i oSt A
a1 B |

99. HIR > T2 3ieA I TR HRY WIS 3iTeA g8 Jodfel flag
T |

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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Lesson 23.

Exercise 19
Practice in reading sentences
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)
(Listen to audio for correct pronunciation. Audio LK-46)

. Y ST 3TE IR, TG 3 g a9 |

. R Al G A ITE e FaH |

. JaeT 31T 37 55 e &1 o ol el |

. T IS 3 Apr SR, 3 3 <l MmeT HeT |
X el G A SR e A1 |
'\HTﬁ'\trelFﬁ'\ter%uN ¥ ol TS ol el |
ﬁw%mwﬁwmaﬁﬁl

.wﬁﬁam%gaﬁal@aaﬁyg&aﬁrml

. [T 3T LRI 6 TR G 5 Hol R |

0. iy RIa G $od d 9 *RH |

Please write the above Kashmiri words on paper
or type on PC using AkrutiKashmiriArinimal Software.
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