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About the poetess

Uma Gurkha alias Chuni Thusu

Uma Gurkha belongs to a respectable Kashmiri Hindu family. Her grand father
(nanaji) was an ardent follower of the great saint Swami Kailashji. The family was a
centre of religious activities. Songs, Kirtans, Bhajans etc. were part of her daily
chores. Her marriage to the late TN Gurkha in 1943 didn’t curb this fervour. She got
the required encouragement to follow her pursuits from her father in-law and in
particular her maternal uncle. Umaji had no formal education. She has no claims as a
well read lady but she is beloved daughter of Muse and Goddess Saraswati inspires
her to compose religious & holy Bhajans, which formed the part of this humble
presentation. Whole of this collection must have gathered dust and got buried into the
burial of times but for sustained efforts and care of her eldest daughter Mrs. Krishna
Raina’s extraordinary measures for its preservation that has shown keenness to
ensure that people at large and our community in particular can derive benefit from it.

Ratnesh Raina

'‘Kong-Posh'

11, Mahender Nagar, Jammu Tawi.
Tel: 554193.
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