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The word vachana has been translated by A.K.Ramanujam
as “what 1s said”. But this dictionary meaning of the word
is not what is meant by the vachna poets.

The word ‘vachna’ is the synonym of words used in
hagiographic (Pertaining to Religion) traditions to mean
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utterance based on direct personal experience. These
synonyms include words like “wani” as in (Gorakh wani)
and “wakh (lal Ded) ... some of the great “vachna” poets,
says the author, were :

Dasimiah, Adaih, Siddharama and Allama. Allam,
considered the wisest by his fellow poets, says:

“If you know yourself

all such becomes knowledge of the ultimate

If you forget yourself

all speech becomes Maya

The Poet Allma further says:
“It 1s the force of self knowledge that illuminates Vachna.

The author at the end of the article concludes:-

1) “Vachan’ as a species of composition is opposed to
texts, both scriptural and spiritual.

2) Vachna embody an authentic struggle to weld together
— Language, Experience, Words and Deeds.

3) Vachna are not scriptures in themselves. They are
merely approximations (word setups) towards the
inner seeing, embodied in one’s words and actions.
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Source: ‘Ar'nimal’ by Arjan Dev Majboor in Persio-Kashmiri
Script.
Year of publication: 2004. Publisher: Nagraj Kaul, Flat No. 380,
Sector 13-A, Dwarika, New Delhi.
Transformed into Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri by
M.K.Raina.

Work completed on 9 June 2005
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