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Gayoor Foundation has come into existence in the name of Syed
Ghulam Rasool Andrabi with pen name ‘Gayoor’. Gayoor Sahib
was a renowned educationist, scholar, Phillanthropist, writer, poet,
journalist and a social reformer. He was assassinated by militants on
22nd of October 2005 at his native village at Ratnipora Pulwama.
The foundation is working for the Kashmiri art, culture and literature.

Gayoor Sahab had masters in English literature, Urdu, history
and had qualified B Ed as well.

Main Office Bearers of the Foundation are :

(President),

(Sr. Vice President), (Vice President),

(General Secretary), (Chief

Coordinator), (Incharge Culture)

(Treasurer)

Showkat Gayoor Syed Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Andrabi

Kreeri Bashir Ahmad Masoodi

Kaleem Bashir Ayyash Arif

Waheed Jeelani Ghulam Hassan

Kuchay

Syed Ghulam Rasool Andrabi ‘Gayoor’
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I was recently introduced to the literary organisation in
Kashmir called Gayoor Foundation by my friend Kaleem
BashirAhmad where I also got introduced to Syed Showkat
Gayoor, the illustrious son of Late Syed Ghulam Rasool
Andrabi 'Gayoor'.

’Gayoor Foundation’ has been established in the
name of Late Syed Ghulam Rasool Andrabi whose pen
name was 'Gayoor'. He was a qualified teacher, a
philanthropist, a scholar and a poet. He was a journalist too. Gayoor Sahib
fell to assassin's bullets on 22nd October 2005 at his village Ratnipora in
Pulwama, Kashmir. Perhaps, the killers did not like the way Gayoor Sahib
was functioning as a social reformer and as a nice human being.

Gayoor Sahib's creation in Urdu, published in the book form by his
son Syed Showkat Gayoor and titled 'Fiqri Zawiye, Nasri Khakey' is a
piece of art, one of its kind.Apart from his works in Kashmiri, he has written
a lot in Urdu.

Gayoor Sahib is said to have left behind a treasure of his works which
his son Showkat Gayoor is set to compile and bring before public.

We at Praagaash pay homage to Gayoor Sahib on the 15th
anniversary of his martyrdom. I am sure, Gayoor Foundation will work
hard and make a distinct mark in the sea of literary organisations, achieve
its objectives and bring forth the values which Late Gayoor Sahib stood for.

His departure from the scene is a tragedy and a big loss to the
literary world.

Gayoor Foundation

Maraz - Kamraz - Yamraz - Jammu

Homage to Gayoor Sahib
From M.K.Raina

Editor Praagaash

��
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Syed Ghulam Rasool Andrabi ‘Gayoor’

1942 -2005
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My Beloved Father
By Syed Showkat Gayoor

President, Gayoor Foundation

I am proud to be the son of a great father Late Syed
Ghulam Rasool Andrabi with pen name ‘Gayoor’ who had
been a guide to me in all fields of life. His multifaceted
personality was so impressive that I never dared to speak
aloud in front of him. I had always been his obedient son.

Gayoor Sahib had great qualities which we don’t find
common among the people. He was a down to earth
person, very noble and affectionate to everyone without
having the consideration of cast, creed, colour or religion. He was pained
to see others’ miseries and was always on toes to redress their problems
to the best of his abilities, round the clock. One could imagine his capability
and capacity, having Master's in English, History, Urdu, besides B. Ed. He
was an authority on religious laws. Almighty Allah had gifted him an un-
parallelled and magical pen. He had a good command on writing and on
speech. To us, he was a friend, guide, teacher, father and what not? He
would always like to sit among the members of his family and share his
thoughts as well as his love. We were fortunate enough to have him
around.

Gayoor Sahib was assassinated by militant 22nd of
October 2005, during the month of Ramdhan. It was a big tragedy fallen on
us. My life was shaken. I decided to quit the government job as an
engineer so as to chase the foot-prints of my mentor, who was never
scared of anything in his life. He had seen many ups and downs in his life,
so would face challenges coming his way with a smile. My younger sister
was recently married and two brothers were yet to be married. It was now

s (a robot) on
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my duty to look after them. Other than this, I had to shoulder many other
responsibilities at home. Despite the resistance from my family and
friends, I adopted the same path as that of my beloved father which was
definitely difficult but a pious one.

I proceeded in order to honour the commitments my father had
made for good of the people, the people living below poverty line, not only
in my vicinity but in whole of J&K irrespective of cast, colour, creed, sex
and religion. Friends and followers of my father guided me in an
affectionate way and we were able to found a literary organisation under
the name and style of Gayoor Foundation which is duly registered with the
government.

The Gayoor Foundation has been working for more than ten years
now. Two years back, I was re-elected as its President and accordingly its
Executive Body was constituted on democratic lines. With the guidance
and help from the members of the Executive Body, I tried to deliver things
in a proper manner. Gayoor Sahib had authored more than fifty books
which he could not publish during his lifetime for one or the other reason. I
am thankful toAlmightyAllah for being able to compile and publish some of
those books so far.

Gayoor Foundation has taken in hand several developmental
projects in association with the administration. Establishment of the Urdu
Academy under the banner of Gayoor Foundation is on its way to logical
end. Recently I got associated with a movement headed by a generous
personality where ‘Service to the Mankind’ is motive of the mission. Allah
may bless my Mentor with all his blessings because his teachings
enlightened Gayoor Foundation during these hard and critical times. I
sincerely vow to work for the mission which my beloved father had laid
blood and sweat for.

It may not be out of place to mention that Gayoor Sahib, my father
and my mentor was tall and a handsome person. My friends would call him
Dilip Kumar. He really had a beaming personality. Nobody, especially
women and young boys would loiter on roads or river Ghat (Yarbal) or in
the market when Gayoor Sahib was around. Such was the respect people
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had for him. He was a good orator and could speak for hours together.
He had a

melodious voice which made him an idol of so many people.
I am short of words to express. I have no doubt, as per holy Quran

and Hadeeth, one who is brutally killed that too during fasting, is a great
martyr. A martyr does never die. I am here remembered of a couplet of
Gayoor Sahib :

He
could also attract a good public gathering of any religion.

“Mere qatl se pehlay ye faisla toe doe
Mansoob kiske naam hoe iss zaat ka lahoo”
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On Gayoor Foundation
By Kaleem Bashir

General Secretary, Gayoor Foundation
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náyççyç

mJçKçvçJçj, ]kçÀuçcçkçÀçj, ]iç³çÓj ]pççJç
kçÀçô©mç jç@çÆn³çvç `mççÌlçô kçÀMcççÇj vççJç
mçá hç@]p³ç hçç@þîç Dççímç DçKç iJçuççcç jmçÓuç
yçnj jbiç Fvçmççvç vçJçç]pçávç ]kçÀyçÓuç
mçá mçF&o vçmyç, kçÀçjô Lççôo, KJçMç ]pçcççÇj
KJçoç oçímlçmç jç@]pççÇ DçcççÇj-Dççí-HçÀ]kçÀçÇj
j@nçÇcçç! Jç@u³çávç jncçlçákçÀ Lçç@J³ç]p³çmç
kç@ÀjçÇcçç! kç@ÀjçÇcççÇ Jçájev³ç $çç@J³ç]p³çmç
Fuçç@nçÇ lçmçábo Kççvçoçvç çE]pçoeyçço!
lçmçebÐç ncçvçJçç lçmç kçÀjçvç MççÌ]kçÀe ³çço

’

jncççvç jçnçÇ
23 çÆmçlçcyçj 2019

Gayoor Foundation

Maraz - Kamraz - Yamraz - Jammu

Tribute
By Rehman Rahi

mç
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I knew Syed Ghulam Rasool Gayoor as an efficient

teacher, a good human being, a scholar, poet and as a
politician. Whenever Gayoor Sahib is being discussed, I
become nostalgic and the time spent with him in
discussing literature, politics, poetry and cracking jokes,
just appear on the screen of my memory. There are very
few lucky people who get name and fame during their life
time for their contribution and usually writers and poets prove to be
unlucky to get what they deserve during their lifetime. The most of the
literary works of Gayoor Sahib were posthumously published by his son
Showkat Gayoor (an engineer by profession), which include the book
"Dael-Gift" and "Fiqri-Zawiye Nathri Khakey" (reflective prose sketches)
and Razim Gahi Hayat (a Collection of Urdu Poetry). All these books were
appreciated much and discussed a lot. The "Dael" contains the praises of
ALLAH and PROPHET (PBUH) in Kashmiri poetic version while as "Fikri
Zawiye Nathree Khakey" is an innovative book written in Urdu. Gayoor
Sahib has left behind the treasures of literature and poetry for the present
and future generations and he was himself very much impressed by Dr
Iqbal RAand Imam-i-Gazali RA.

Gayoor after serving in education department as a teacher gave a
goodbye to the service and started publishing Urdu paper (AWAMI-
RABITA) from Srinagar which caught the attention of the intelligentsia and
became very popular, but, due to cruel hands of the time the paper could
not continue its publication. Gayoor never believed in Mumbo-Jumbo type

Gayoor Foundation

Maraz - Kamraz - Yamraz - Jammu

Gayoor - The Unforgettable
By Advocate Syed Riyaz Khawar
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of writing and would always write and communicate in a very simple and
meaningful language.

As per Professor Mohammed Aslam, who has written the book
review of Gayoor's "Fiqri-Zaviye Nathri Khakey", "The themes of the book
are varied and cover religious, social, political and other aspects of
mankind in general and Kashmir in particular. The epigraph to this write-up
is an instance of Gayoor's canvas which he has painted with different hues
taken from real life experiences, first as Kashmiri and then as a teacher, an
activist and a scholar. Gayoor has deviated from all established norms of
prose writing - even the Ghalib style and created excellent novel pieces
which have been written with 'Beconian brevity and Emli Dickinson style'.

Gayoor was an efficient, hardworking and affectionate teacher who
was a philanthropist and believed in dignity of labour. God had given him a
melodious voice and he could catch the attention of the public for hours
together in seminars and poetic assemblies. The only bad decision he
made was to join the politics where he was caught in quagmire of political
maize and spiral web of controversies as he was a plain and truth speaking
person and rebellion and usually challenged the dogmas. He would have
definitely touched the sky in the field of literature, would have he not joined
the politics, as suffered at the hand of bath tub conspiracies.

On the fateful day of 22nd Oct 2005, in the afternoon, I heard in the
court that Gayoor Sahib had fallen to the bullets; I was reminded of the
Shakespeare "But never till tonight, never till now and I go through a
tempest dropping fire, either there is a civil strife in heaven, or else the
world, too saucy with the Gods, incenses them to send destruction".

[Author is SeniorAdvocate, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir]

��
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Gayoor's Prose Pieces Manifest a Unique and Matchless Hand with

Baconian Brevity and Dickinson Style.

“Urdu is language of Kashmiris, Official language of the State, but,
Kashmiri - his speech-pronunciation-order [of words] - structure - is
ignorant of style.” - Accusation of those, who [want to] banish this
language.

he form of the above piece - prose or poetry

notwithstanding, when a writer wails for a language which
Kashmiris have nurtured in spite of being alien to them, he
can said to be expressing his genuine feelings so that this
language does not become homeless. This is the
language which after 1947 was labelled as the language of
the Muslims and all efforts went into depriving it of its due
place. But, Kashmir embraced it into its fold as it had many
other languages earlier, especially of her oppressors, the Mughals', for
instance. We made it the official language of the State and a medium of
instruction at the school level. With the passage of time, it became a lingua
franca at pan-J&K level, keeping the State out of many linguistic
controversies that beset India immediately after her Independence.
However, as in Sanskrit and Persian, Kashmiris did not restrict the use of
Urdu to academia or officialdom alone. They tried their hands at
imaginative and creative writings in the language and won acclaim in the

T

Book Review

‘Reflective Prose Sketches’
Prof. Mohammad Aslam
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subcontinent. Along with some known
literary figures - Hamidi Kashmiri,
Shurish Kashmiri and Hakim Manzoor,
for instance-there were many lesser
known writers who tried their hands in
various genres in the language and
created a niche for themselves in the
literary circles.

One such literary figure is the late
Syed Ghulam Rasool Gayoor whose
book under review - Fikri Zawiye Nathri
Khakey (Reflective Prose Sketches) was
posthumously published by his son,
Syed Showkat Gayoor. The book
contains 93 prose pieces arranged
alphabetically from the first letter of the
Urdu alphabet to 'h'. Naturally, the
themes are varied and cover religious,
social, political, psychological and other
aspects of mankind, in general, and
Kashmir, in particular. The epigraph to
this write-up is an instance of Gayoor's
canvas which he has painted with different hues taken from real life
experiences, first as a Kashmiri and, then, as a teacher, an activist, and
scholar. Perhaps, more significant than his themes is Gayoor's unique
and matchless Urdu style which caught my eye immediately when I
opened the book for the first time. Gayoor has deviated from all
established norms of prose-writing -even the Ghalib style - and created
excellent novel pieces which have been written with Baconian brevity and
in Emily Dickinson style. They are neither poetry in its true sense nor prose
as we commonly understand the term. They are a fine blend of the two
genres full of wisdom, knowledge, emotions, sweet words and flow of
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expression as revealed in the following:
“Kashmir -

That garden -
Where flowers are-with no fragrance.
That desert -
Where there are only oases.
That heart -
Which has pain in it -
[But] no beating.
That existence -
Which has-no friends.

“Kashmir -
That houses everybody - in her heart.
That provides gratifying moments -to the broken-hearted
Of whose gushing springs -waterfalls
Music is envious.

Gayoor is conscious of our apathy towards our water-bodies and therefore
cries:
“Kashmir-

Whose crystalline Dal Lake -
Has shrunk.
The width of her Wular -
Has narrowed."

Gayoor's style of writing is similar to Emily Dickinson's: using compressed
and forceful words and placing more meaning into fewer words. Study the
following (P- 248):
“Worries-

Life and worries -
Are part and parcel.
Worry for work-
Worry for beloved.
But - S
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Amore credible worry -
Worry-worry for reflection and understanding -
Worry-worry for understanding the outcome of life -
Runaways from worry-seekers of joy -

Are enamoured with vain hopes!"
Gayoor's unique style has enabled him to deal with issues of great

significance. He has written on Nature, Morning, Evening, River etc;
Society-Women, Poverty etc; Life-patience, Shrewdness etc, and
Religion.
Like Allama Iqbal, Gayoor regards women in high esteem. He writes (P-
234):
“Woman - Nature's beautiful-and matchless gift.

An interesting riddle -
Solving of it is life's occupation -

Woman -
When she comes to revenge-is heedless.
When she comes to loving - is a pleasant friend.
Woman is entirely a Ghazal,
Who deserves-respect and attention."

Modern feminists would feel happy that a man who spent his life serving
people, mostly at the political level, was aware of the problems that women
faced, especially in Kashmir.

Gayoor talks about the value of friendship in "Friend and
Friendship' (P-170) and says, among other things, that friendship is not
(rather, should not be) subservient to fame or wealth and is not dependent
on religion and geographical boundaries. He says:
“Friendship -

Is above -
Caste-creed and colour - selfishness - greed - avarice - linguistic

and -
Geographical boundaries.
Friendship has no religion and-no restrictions.
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Its only condition is loyalty."
His concept of 'friendship' is not restricted to humans alone. One

can be a friend to the worldly aspects like wealth, greed, lust etc. He says:
“Friendship of wealth -

Makes one avaricious and proud.
Today's king-tomorrow's beggar.
Friendship of greed-gives birth to malice.
Friendship with a narrow-minded person - is synonymous with

suicide."
Lust and greed create animosity between brothers. Gayoor says (P- 101):

“What separates brother from brother?
Riches - Wealth - Children - Wife -Animosity!"

Gayoor therefore loves virtuosity. He defines a virtuous person in these
words (P- 103):
“Virtuous -

Anoble soul-full of humaneness-
Custodian - devotee - ascetic - pious - obedient -
Taciturn - humane - nation's servant -
Friend in grief-gentle-fearless-truthful!"
Gayoor is not unaware of the ease that modern technology has

brought to man, but he is also conscious of the loss of values because of
this so-called advancement. In "Rest and Luxury" (P- 78) he writes that
although modern man has found all kinds of amenities to make his living
easy, he has not been able to save himself from "Corruption", "Deceit",
"Lies", "Unfriendliness", "Opium", "Cocaine", "Wine" and other bad things.

He loves freedom but it should include all aspects of life-freedom
from oppression, castism, etc. He says that when this natural right is
deprived,
“Man becomes a slave -
Woman gets buried alive -
Or burns on husband's funeral pyre"
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Gayoor has written on "Body and Soul" (P-134), "Hope" (p- 126),
"Emotions"(P-130), "Piety" (P- 102), "Sycophant" (P 153), "Hippism" (P-
323) and many numerous issues but no where does he take a narrow view
of these issues. He talks of everything in relation to human beings in
general giving his themes a universal appeal and eternal value.

Kashmir seems to have been in his mid all the time-her waters,
gardens, hill stations, meadows. He has mentioned Gulmarg, Pahalgam,
Daksum etc in his writings. He is also conscious of the political situation
not only in Kashmir but also the world over. In particular, he has not lost
sight of the role of the UNO vis-à-vis Kashmir and its inability to solve this
problem, or any problem for that matter. He laments over the role of the
UNO in these words:
“The United Nation -

Listens to inflicting of cruelty on unarmed Kashmiris -
From their own and others -
And then -
Meets, discusses and disperses.
Monopolizing shop of G-5 countries.

he United Nations -
Who'd tell it?
Satan is its leader
Every sensible person hates it
Every issue gets entangled in it."
Where do we place Gayoor as a prose writer? As stated above,

Gayoor has deviated from all established norms of prose writing. Those
who are familiar with the prose writing of Ghalib, Hali, Azad, or modern
writers like Gopi Chand Narang will find Gayoor's style unorthodox. And,
that is its strength and forces one to read and appreciate this great writer of
this land. Since people have been writing prose pieces following a set-
pattern of paragraph after paragraph till the end, any deviation from the
norm often raises eye-brows about the authenticity of such writings. But, if
we look at poetry, it does not follow the normal grammatical structure-in

T
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fact, poetry is called a deviant structure-but nobody objects to it. Gayoor's
prose also deviates from the beaten track and gives birth to a new form of
poetic-prose which makes one wonder at his command of the language
and his knowledge of Urdu vocabulary. As a student of literature and
language, I have come across several writers and texts which do not follow
the usual norms-for instance, Japanese Haikus. Gayoor has tried to give a
new pattern to prose and in turn has succeeded in giving the reader
thoughtful views evoking interest and awe. Hamidi Kashmiri in his remarks
on the book (P- 17) points to this fact about the writer and certifies the
uniqueness of the prose pieces.

Besides 93 prose pieces, the book contains commentaries by
Professor Hamidi Kashmiri (P-17), Mohammd Yousuf Teng (P-19),
Muzafar Iraj Kashmiri (P-23), Abdul Ahad Farhad (P-38) and Syed
Mohammad Sahfi Simnani (P- 45). The writer's son, Syed Showkat
Gayoor has also written an introduction to the book (P- 55).

[Author is HOD, Department of English, University of Kashmir.]

��
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