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P.L.Zutshi
1, Ekta Vihar, Panditwari, Dehradun.
(Harmukh ~ January 2004)

Mr. M.K.Raina deserves all what our community can offer for his exclusive
efforts in building a language platform, supported by his literary pourings. I
congratulate the author of ‘tsoék modur’ for making a bold and his maiden
effort to go to print with his feelings. For all Kashmiri Biradari members,
this book offers yet another exclusive chance to stay tuned to nativity.
Tolstoy and Tagore could not have touched any exclusive heights of
greatness when they began to blacken the pages. The inner fire mixed with
sensitive nativity reflected through these stories, touches our own
personality and concern somewhere. This book has a handicap that it may
not draw a very large readership compared to Prem Chand or Dostovsky,
who stay equally involved with the kind of nativity as the author. A concern
for the people of his clan and community, fire of writing and penmanship
add all the credit to the book. Added to the efforts is the labour to set
Kashmiri language with the phonetic order simultaneously in Devanagari as
well as Indo-Roman script. We are well acquainted with similar efforts by
many.

Roop K. Bhat
New Delhi
16 February 2004

It is an excellent effort specially in the revised Devanagari. | have so far read
the first story. It is very good and sound like that you posess an excellent
creative ability.

M.K.Kaw
The Kashmir Education, Culture and Science Society, New Delhi.
20 February 2004

I read the first short story as soon as I received the book and found it to be
very interesting.
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R.K.Mattoo
Editor ‘aalav’, Bangalore
(aalav, February 2004)

The book is an excellent piece of work by Mr. Raina. I suggest all Kashmiri
Pandits should own it as a collector’s copy.

The Vitasta
Kashmir Sabha, Kolkata
Feb-March 2004

The stories interestingly are written in Devnagari- Kashmiri along with
Indo-Roman script to enable a much larger readership delve into the psyche
of a Kashmiri. The stories are lucidly written and are so true to life in the
Valley where not only was there a common bonding between the Hindus and
Muslims, the same human emotions surfaced at the individual level. Traits
of jealousy, envy, gullability are subtly brought out in the stories which
make for very interesting reading. One seems to be transported instantly to
pre 1989 era in Srinagar. ‘ts6k moéduar’ of Shri M.K.Raina is a welcome
addition to Kashmiri Literature.

Dr. B.K.Moza
Kolkata
(Former Editor-in-Chief, Vitasta, Kolkata)

It was a great pleasure and privilege to receive a copy of the book, ‘tsok
modur’, written by Shri M.K.Raina. The book is published by Expressions,
Vasai Road, Thane and is priced Rs.50/-

Mr. M. K. Raina is an extra-ordinary activist in the movement for
preserving Kashmiri Pandit cultural identity and is doing a yeoman’s service
to community in many ways. He is the Coordinating Editor of the Milchar,
the official organ of Kashmiri Pandit Association, Mumbai and is the pivot
of the literary activities of the associated organization, Lal Ded Educational
and Welfare Trust, having authored various publications brought out by this
prestigious organization. Professionally he is a civil engineer, having also
gained proficiency in Information technology.

‘tsok modur’ is Mr. Raina’s maiden contribution in writing a short
story book in Kashmiri language. He has worked hard in the propagation of
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Kashmiri language and has contributed towards the development of
streamlined Devnagri script for the same and its computerization. This book
in Kashmiri language, for obvious reasons, is presented in both streamlined
Devanagari and also Indo-Roman scripts to enable wider readership.

For me, this book has a special connotation for various reasons; the
main being that this is the first book I have read in Kashmiri, streamlined
Devanagari script, this being the first book of Kashmiri short stories which
has absorbed my interest very intensely. As a learner of its script, my
involvement in reading this book could have been one of tiredness for
obvious reasons of my being a novice to this script. But, contrarily my
experience was different, discovering the beauty of our Kashmiri language
and the nostalgia that is associated with it. Mr. Raina has masterly opened
the vistas and focused on the inherent beauty of this language. He has
picked, themes of every day social life of a Kashmiri and plotted the events
so naturally as to touch the deep strings of every Kashmiri mind irrespective
of religion, creed or caste. He has described the events with great detail and
alacrity as a keen observer of Kashmiri thought, psyche and practice. By
picking suitable words and expressions that are, on one hand, peculiarly akin
to our mother tongue and on the other very special in pulling the inner
chords of a Kashmiri mind, Mr. Raina has revealed himself as an artist of
rare sensitivities and faculties. These expressions have a special meaning for
a Kashmiri who has been brought up in a true Kashmiri culture, called
Kashmiriyat, as was once upon a time the identity of Kashmiris.

This book comprises of six short stories each having a special theme,
revealing, very natural plot and a specific message presented in a satirical
manner. All the six stories are very relevant to social aspect of Kashmiri life,
behavior and attitude, as applicable to the two communities that were, till
decade and half ago, living side by side as Kashmiris over there.
‘Havilihéth’, meaning satirically, responsibility, peculiar kinship or a sort
of relationship, reveals a family drama of mother-in-law and two daughter-
in-laws. It highlights the changing attitudes and expectations associated with
dowry a daughter-in-law brings. But, in the long run, it is dedication and
affection that proves triumphant, as a value, of a daughter-in-law rather than
the dowry she brings or the halo she carries with her. The changing life
styles after exodus, the torture of the old generation and their old values in a
totally changed situation, caused by the internal displacement from Kashmir
and the ingress of consequent new practices and attitudes, have been
graphically described in this story. But, conclusive relief lies in the
realization that simplicity, love and affection are the ever lasting tenets of a
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relationship. ‘batal’ is the title of the second story. It means a surprise
trump, an unexpected resource or a peculiar turn in a game. This family
drama brings out the curves and contours that develop with the ups and
downs of a family and its part migration abroad in search of greener pastures
and the aura they have on the social structure of a family existence. This
story is the graphic revelation of two contemporary engineers, one living on
moral values of service and the other comfortable with the changing corrupt
practices. The family of the sincere engineer reaches the bottom of the
miserable existence when he, on duty in Ladakh, suffers a fatal accident and
his only son after some schooling turns into a self-willed vagabond. The
other family, in contrast, rolls in wealth and the son and daughter do very
well as students; the son is sent abroad to pursue medical studies in London
and the daughter does her masters and gets happily married to a medical
doctor. The daredevil nature of the vagabond son turns the scale of fortune
as a trump card. He saves, at his own risk, the son of a rich Muslim
contractor from drowning when the local urchins were having a swim in the
nearby river. The contractor knew the background of this wreck less Hindu
boy and his family and felt very indebted to them. He advises this boy to
join his business, which the latter takes up with great initiative and sincerity.
He turns, to his good luck, the business of the contractor to zenith and for
this he is rewarded with becoming a partner of the business. The business
flourishes and he becomes a very rich young man of the town. Once again
his widow mother gains status in the society and lives a reasonably decent
life with all comforts, cars etc. His mother finalizes an accomplished match
for him and after long many years, calls on the other contemporary family,
inviting them for participating in the marriage of her son. Surprisingly, the
condition of the other family had apparently, in the meantime, turned
miserable as their son had married, to their shock and ignorance, a medico at
London and he had settled there in the house of in-laws, since they had no
son. He had completely ignored his parents. The cycle of changing fortunes,
loneliness and status in the society continues to move as a roller coaster,
with steep ups and downs, which comprise the present day reality in a
Kashmiri society. In the thirds story, ‘dariihor’, meaning divine give and
take, another very common aspect is described. Adoption of a child has been
a common practice in Kashmir. The situation at times used to take an
unexpected murky shape when the parents used, as the chance would have it,
their own child or children after having adopted some one else’s. In this
story the same situation is beautifully plotted. The adopted and real sons
come to know about the realties and behave differently. The real son goes
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abroad and in course of time marries there and practically settles there. The
remaining son and daughter get educated locally and settle down happily but
the sister suspects the adopted brother and this becomes a reason for their
strained relations. After sometime the adopted son gets kidney failure for
which he requires enormous funds which his wife cannot arrange and the
sister 1s at dagger’s drawn on account of a property issue. The situation
being very critical the uncle of his wife decides, as a last resort, approaching
the strained brother abroad for funds. He is provided with all the reports and
final diagnosis and line of treatment arrived at by the local doctors. The
adopted brother immediately seeks the opinion of the doctors abroad who
fully endorse the suggested line of treatment proposed by the Indian doctors.
He finds that his blood grouping also conforms to his suffering brother in
Kashmir. He immediately leaves for Kashmir and reaches, to the surprise
and astonishment of all, the hospital where his brother was critically sick. He
is told that the donor would charge an enormous amount of money. But to
their surprise he himself volunteers to donate his kidney and immediately
offers his blood for transfusion to his brother, as his grouping was a
matching one. He is reminded that this was not desirable since the advice of
his wife abroad would be necessary. He puts off this argument and explains
that he had strained relations with his foreign wife and did not require any
consent from her. Cutting the story short, he donates the kidney which is
appropriately transplanted on his brother and the latter recovers immediately
for which the whole family feel indebted to this divine help from their
brother, who for all intents and purposes was lost to the family. The surprise
knows no bounds when one day they find some lady inquiring on telephone
from the airport. The brother from abroad recognizes the voice and realizes,
to his surprise, that his strained wife had also arrived Srinagar airport and
was anxious to meet him and his relatives, it being that day his birthday also.
The fourth story, ‘vatiikhur’, describes very intricately, phenomena of
urban and rural psyches and the curiosity of the rural folk as to how the
things were beyond their rural boundaries. The innocence of the rural
children is very nicely plotted against the cunning bragging of the urban
folk. The train journey of an urban child posted in a village is described
wonderfully; how he suspects everybody as a thief in the train and despite
being very cautious he loses his trunk containing his belongings including
the money he was carrying with him. He gets stranded at Delhi station for
want of any money to commute to his destination in Chandni Chowk. To his
astonishment he finds someone putting fifty rupees in his hand and quickly
vanishing from the scene. This rural youth from Kashmir tries to follow him
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and finds to his surprise that it was the same person whom he had all along
suspected as a thief throughout the journey and had kept him at a distance
accordingly. Thereafter he manages to reach his destination and locate his
contact in Chandni chowk. He starts working on the shop with great
initiative and admirable contribution. Very shortly he becomes a partner in
the whole enterprise and earns a lot of money. But, it was not destined to be.
He feels sick of the total environment and does not want to continue his stay
in Delhi. Despite all the care extended by his contacts in Chandni Chowk
and promises of a wonderful career, he gets worse and actually gets very
high fever. His father is contacted who urgently reaches Chandni Chowk and
immediately inquires of his condition. After considerable fondling by the
father he finally expresses his grief and feelings that he wants to go back to
his village in Kashmir and this causes the turning point..

Faith in the predictions of some saintly persons and soothsayers has
been a very common practice in Kashmir for both Muslims and Hindus.
Particularly in Kashmiri women folk it was a common practice to look for
such persons and call on them at the hour of troubles and difficulties. This
aspect of Kashmiri life is being elucidated in the story entitled, ‘patsh’
meaning faith. The story revolves round a Hindu lady who had tremendous
faith in the sooth saying and curing miracles of a saintly commoner who was
working as a coolie in the town. Once it so happened that her husband had
severe official problems caused by his wreck less chief who was recently
transferred to his office. And he was on the verge of being suspended. His
wife looks for this saintly soothsayer and explains to him her problems with
tears in her eyes. The soothsayer consoles her and advises “ All will be well,
nothing to worry about” The same day her husband returns home a happy
man saying that his chief has been again transferred and that he was then
quite secure in his office. Many years later her husband falls very sick and
he is being shifted to the main hospital in Srinagar where he is being treated
without any improvement. The doctors declare him hopeless and advise
taking him to Delhi for further investigations. Such measure was not
possible for them essentially for financial reasons. The condition of the
patient becomes worse and her brother advises her to go to village and bring
the minor son along with her from there so that the son is around the
critically sick father. Accordingly she decides visiting her village and before
taking the bus at the bus stand she sights a person of the known features as
those of the soothsayer. Immediately and with great difficulty she traces him
and tells him her present woes. She is consoled again by the saintly person,
with the words, “All would be all right. Nothing to worry about” With this
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consolation she reaches her village and next day returns along with the son.
She rushes to the hospital and finds all the relations crowded around her sick
husband. Her first hunch was that the inevitable had happened and nervously
she crept forward and discovered, to her astonishment, that her husband was
just sitting taking a glass of milk. She learnt that the senior most consultant
of the hospital had visited the patient and changed the medicine; the
diagnosis made by his subordinates being not all right. The patient turned the
corner and he was released from the hospital when he returns to his village
hale and hearty. In the sixth story, ‘nésihath’ meaning advice or a lesson,
another aspect of Kashmiri life is dealt with. It is about students, their
leadership roles, exams and sale of books after the exams and this subject is
so beautifully presented that one is taken back to his good old days in Haba
Kadal where I used to live. A group of class fellows wish to have an outing
to Mughal gardens for which they required some money. They decide to sell
their old books and in the process get into a racket of a suited booted person,
Sahab, who, cutting the drama short, takes them for a ride and cheats them to
the extent that they lose their books but get no compensation in hand. The
story concludes with the lesson, “ let bygones be bygones, in future we
should not trust a Sahab”

Stories are after stories. Whether it is Salmon Rushdie, Arundati Roy
or Jhumpa Lahari, the present day global icons of short story writers of
Indian origin, to make a short story interesting there has to be a sensational,
even if exaggerated, plot but the message should reveal an ocean of thought
filled with revealing words and sweet, sonorous language. This book of short
stories is based on realities of Kashmiri life described in sweet and heart-
warming Kashmiri language. It is too difficult to review such a thoughtful
and thought provoking book of short stories in Kashmiri as ‘tsok modur’. It
suffices to say that this book of short stories is a great attempt at casting the
various aspects of life in Kashmir as it existed once upon a time. Only after
reading this book one gets the idea of its value as a remarkable literary piece,
a must for every Kashmiri family, whether Hindu or Muslim. That it is a
publication brought out after fifteen years of Kashmiri Pandit exodus from
Kashmir and still hinging on the panorama of good old days’ scenario is a
nostalgic preservation of our past memories literally as also historically. I
am hopeful our linguists of Kashmiri curricula for teaching Kashmiri in
schools will find some of the short stories appropriate for teaching courses

Mr. M. K. Raina deserves to be congratulated for this excellent
contribution. We look forward to many more contributions from him in
preserving the essence and ingredients of Kashmiri culture, literature and
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language.

Samvit Rawal
Freelance Journalist
Pune

24 March 2004

(The stories) are highly interesting and full of nostalgia. But what impressed
me more than this was the fact that the stories were not ‘alien’ in any way.
They are all written and happening in the correct Kashmiri milieu. Also the
emphassis that has been laid on the smallest possible detail shows (the
author’s) command over the characters. I am highly impressed by the
writing.

Dalip Langoo
New Delhi
6 April 2004

This (ts6k modur) is like a bowl of jewels. What I found 1n it, is the nectar of
the same Amrit Kalash that Bhagvan Vishnu got from Ksheer sagar. 1 must
say that these are wonderful stories and represent our Kashmiri psyche, our
living style, language and almost all aspects of our unique cunltural identity.
I would remind every Kashmiri Batta to get this book for themselves.

Prof. Omkar N. Kaul

C-13, Greenview Apartments
33, Sector 9, Rohini

Delhi 110 085.
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14 April, 2004

I have enjoyed reading all short stories in tsok moduar. Though themes vary
but they are quite interesting and revolve around everyday happenings,
incidents and familiar characters. What has impressed me the most is the use
of effective language and style. The language presents an excellent sample
of the idiomatic expressions of Kashmiri which is fighting for its survival
and needs to be preserved.

Bimla Raina
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu
June 2004

7 MH ORI | 9gF 3 1 1 IR gaER & iRk ser=y g
HIRIRY 3TEe™ NBx T FYed A, AfRfs HHaR Wax LG~ e
F1fA IR | R 5 IS0 o/ S wad d 1 STeig | faafsr e =R
wivter I et g Herarel B w9 el A © Wiggd g 31T
WoAd | R =il 8 QRIS oI | W1 TR 71 R Sl BR e
d 9aRS g, Rge AR 9R7 SIiRITd @9 B B¢ ARM | B 38R §
=t @6 3 A9 HeTa o, RES [ od MIg3, T § eddbe diem
fEer qRR, 5 REe™ T oA g A Wik | 95 ArgHig g fQeresg |
B 5 3Rg 3ifhsT Tl | 31 19 T 3RIeT BIYR ARl 41§ B | I
fey f5 SRR fAsteta |
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8 8 JaRS |
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9 B9 Il W9 J ool SE IRAIR 37 <iifg fgam g9 af I |

Ravinder Ravi
13/497, Lodhi Colony
New Delhi 110 003
(Tel: 24635197)

21 June 2004

Inevitable has happened. Better late than never. Be that as it may. I
apologise for inordinate delay caused because of unavoidable circumstances.
No sooner did I receive the book, I was very much delighted to glance
through it. It is indeed heartening to know that an engineer could create such
marvellous short stories and that too in his maiden attempt. I do agree with
the contemporary dictum that in a fast moving world, it is not electronic
entertainment but only books which are the mainstay of serious and right
thinking people. Apropos to your quote by Francis Bacon, I would say that
the collection is worth reading and it takes a reader into his native place,
Kashmir, that still beckons to us. Shri Raina’s thought provoking, hyper
sensitive and touchy short stories will definitely go a long way in enriching
our Kashmiri literature as well as giving suitable reward to the author that he
deserves. Your critique on the book is worth commendable and impartial. It
is indeed a gift to readers and has got an attractive get up.

AT WG - 3 Sf=Tah1a
- YR <

STAIG JTH § AR | 3TIeId, &3¢, Jdbeilh, e J Siarl GaaR =aRel
IHNE | B W8 I&I BT I Ago J wEelT ga dvad

AT | g 3N 1= Sl Rivtht Hvt g o' IY deiedt | %9 R 77 Ry
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a1, mfs oy a9 fQa™ FR qqd <1 AT g 918 arg=rar o1 Al
A T Fordd (e ara |

T Y B 3@ Gl 1 o= {51 R 8 a7 s J ael pe | R B
IT B B, B B9 BY dxAET RBa | @, T J d985d IR B
SR 9 G169 TP | sdhcae cddhca SF A9l 99 8 gal @l B
3G TTeoT TN, AN HI-3RR AT ReTT g8 #eh 919 heM B g Hop,
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g9 3afet A | 819 919, ¥ T BreRf aR =6 Ry gl ‘TR = JgRer,
‘PR, P R, I A, TR qd, TR J IW, TG 9
aBl 5 gaieq@er f2r Jure Siarst Ay 3/ WBR ol &RH | R F&d,
AidhE Agd, a9y J IRE TOF B IHIEN SR 999 | AE §
AHANT I VRS FTP PR | &Y 19 Joplet fafersm qaaaer,
‘SRR’ B 2 S AT |

g B 3G YRaHe Dhad | fhReR Al TR 8 R 39 Fq keard |
e 9 TR IS AT AT | FATON TR, A Rish, 7 IRg A
g9, JARY T ARYgA T, I T g T AR, SERiel d
fthRepERT IR - STSTdIa g91 31T SR ‘Sigel’ 8 TR 98 93
U9 AR I HRY A | THIR g2 TS GAidd R IR g
RIPR | ¥RIBR AYH RFR IR W1eY g6 hed AR | HAA g TR TH
g U9 ST T | I TR & g B ©hes A8 SR I a9ma | e
AT QG TRTaRT T | 92 el Gritel o eron | BiAell IR J diql gfas
fohRII I3 TR B I UMY S FAlel § IRBAR S99 | AT
e oTeler<T I § M ARM | 7S 7 A9 fohy g <1 2R e i afd
TR A | R TS T BR ? 3R TR g O e T i FReer
S T IR S 9 & I NI T R | I O <Teq {5 Nifehe |
Y I SRR, TR G ..... ? G g YI1eT e wed Fif qamae |
d AT a9 g TG SR IBpd g Al IS TBH | FAled §
HATCT NATd qN o AT | 9 ferepg g plaferag I g IR gt
R e TR M, § s 8 S [ WeE e =M, g B 8
WQ@Q@@E}? HRIRC ool WIW@EWWWQ
THIGR §oT 3RF < ATt TR 991 R, AfeT ottt 4 99 9 18 99
¥ g g RiRw deR e diem ox 9| gHlem 3 NI guHa | g
M I | g 3 eR | e O oy o9 offes @99 9 gagd | R
XA Gl fwr T BATeT e o T IwreiNIfy axong | 9 aig
ey & HHIeT Ale, T Iad dAlh+ =l BTl Aegd coiex | B g 3

ghlhad fo BT B ST FHilel I 9 G, T BT AT T T G,
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PIcaE O 3G AR Jo WINERE T TBER | DA FidT fdF Grilerd -4
S, T giled a91d g9 TN 9o HHTel Al TE9d 3 e NN |
T g Gt ot T 1 g g IR S 19 7o @R | Tt § o |
ferweT Sit, 41 3ifeh |rg 2 St R St 7 ol v 3T, o 8 @
AT STt el e | ‘RBaR” GAldd g T @iargd =1a ARME J red
Sl §g A AT AT A1 TG | AT ST IR aef e fARAe Sit
A Tiaod Bre fQam | B dead daiel g, T I G T 8ol i
o Bfre Rrer, g 99 oRg ‘oRR’ FAY TP | HI G TR AR dH
HHETIDh FHY BRI | P ST GT v TifeT TR | &= T & b
g R &1 (Al F= | 3Foiiv SeMIR 89 @A SR, J98 941G 3R |
for g 31 37 BINY ol el Siarory Al AT Feh | 7R & e I &7
1 S 3Ry Tl Jier Al JuIe | Jef § R 3@ & T=ellh
T, J Tl DR GiST hepR J S8 J TERal  MRIA E57 bt
Qg IR |

IRER B SE wEe | B B dg g 1 MREE| A9 .. $AR
SR forel BfoRR | &7 ... T Sl T AR 911Ny 9 et fae
N g ST g | A ES TS, R, 16, TSN T, J 990 EHER
Wvﬁwaaﬁagmamﬁrgaqum ﬁcg\mlaiﬁgﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬂrf@aﬂﬁ%r
IH IR I Jafelds W@ G, 3FR 9 divg Tl dibihad o e
<y, g Bfh 7 oM <o o Ry, R a9 g &1 e doread Al
GRIRE, 3R |

BT YR § I oM 3T S1ohar fATTR g aTehasy =ava B9,
g & S o7 g IQH, KRR g o I 191 g g P I SR AR
SR TG SICATA 1R A, I IR diford JAfeh g @Re | TF 14
Al g fdoge West &RT | B9 FIRA 8 9 N 99 R®RiI
I | ged g aotg 11 SRy o/ i g9 § 1 Fal /et 9ga g
g | X1 AT g ~Ig § PIedET SAFT Seplba GuRIaY T
IEO I | g 18, PAR S fdd 997 AR 91 feh g g d=d |
FE A | AR gicHe § I H_T WA 7 IRERYT B9 NIRE I7F g1
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R, i AIIMS 531 9 [ sRERa | ATIMS g sremer g
Fare i 2R 3 Tt €611 39 39 TR1g g RidheR % ARA TR | 318
q 7T, SRAY A, o, AEE, 8% 9, T e, FHod e, o,
e, XA, SR, & da oty RiR® Sifdhgg ek, &= AR ==
218 IR dfd | ‘Sl T AT 37 Y T ToR AT I<fh H |
A9 3N P SRR TR HIRT A G797 I IR 9 -
(ArEYet) | A G PR SN Y gl sOare @ e STy | o
FAR SR guare | &ffs TRe PR ot i g B ™ 7 A
RIAIF HIHBRT Aol Jadoll, I TRE B! § TG-Sl B O MG
AT Bel A | TRT I W) B9 q Aleq Afad A9 =16 aM 7 9
7| SaB G €8 AT 9 | SFR Bigd, 9d 9 dae 99 9l S |
3o IR AT AS! g S Tex Jug d Sy g3 foren fa=g | v
£< TIY SR TG AR FATON 3I3hTd - ‘91 P 1A Fd R S Tl
T T A ? § F9E 9 Ry a9 2~ (A | 9nel oee *fh Ry
ArTar g q S AR 4 g | AR 99 Seh PAR g e Ferma
R T TG | AR g W g aIRAR 959 S dezars AgT g o
1 TS AT ST g 9o g |

T ST g ST ST Ara) B AR | W 5T FRrer e | e
g< Cohriiep g Bdl | & by g et g2 aiRares T ugelg g1 aRgHi-
DI |

TSGR ¢ AN e 99 IR Sefler I T | BR e dre
g IMERPR T ac@yd RIBR AU | TS Pelcp SHIA AT q TG
THRM g8 R | R g2 R | Heligd TR | ST AT G TR Al TG
GIHERY B 974 TG FeAd Nehd Yoo TN S Sel | gerrs)
SR g9 @R &g g 9 g <I8 R | ATH 5% ARle §§ 9aaT |
TS TR g A R | ST J ThIpeT 31 RegeR g 218y g T R
T Y T HoI S G I | SIS A1 R T Hog G G TH dTed= HH
BR ASIGH | HH B I Selic] G SIIaH | SHIA HTge dT9eR TRHIh
g fafer 791 @rA axm | Sl g O er <o Ram | fer 71 & gt a9
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I T [ERM G, RIS /1 MR I T T 57 A & g, f oA | @R,
g g I gaichet I fafer arcr | fefer g7 o9 fael o g g g S g
R | 8 g A 79 1 ‘et g 59, TR g’ | HEr e e
I T SREMA | IrepTe g3 Tergel §§ AIgAIG | Gt folh Gader= &fel
3ATSXT Y TSER T 3 o o 7 FH T+ dlet ARR A {4 T |

U9 ol g 39 GG BT | 3 fazrary g i o o e e |
I 7 faerary g, ufdee g, a9 i 3FR sig aHrmrd Ofe, g g i e |
g THM G AR SHM | IR ST A Bidl DR Revt & I, d
SIS TR W 3T [A9aRN e 3 8T &R, AR W 9 2 o g
fr aiRarg | A 7ag $g AFF B, IR 94 B 99 9F ey B dfet
9§94 | W TS STeREKT TR aoi=y | ¥R 9 39 7 R 7S AhRT &6
faerarT wgHa | ST 9 39T WO g, Afcl 3/ Wig ABR HoblR a9
g8 Ul A g W o= Aif st A1y e aer IR @i o™ |
f&5 erereR wivte M, RIS HoR G T99 T99 Y T | 9 g TR
=g ST \Aie W3 Ufciehle Saed g9 | R U9 5 9f arg sared e
IfeT TP WHER 3RS &9 gHR ] gd Sib T8 gl Wg 9 g &
fafeer i1 afer ‘g oftt 79 TR R, g Fonfor Ry 71 B T+ o5 ) o
3T BIRIRY Tfcrepal Wi fAsiTsg 991 R I Piarg 4 g fvarm
TFepTdad, AR g el § G Uiapial [ 9919 | FHoai= A1 & a1 g e
S 57 Ffhd B G Toorgd g TSM J M ST WIeR § o
TSI |

THEY 5 g Faw M Y, A 7 RIRS faaR ‘e’ T aem
A1 99 91 il &8 J AN gaM 5, dgfe dfMe ey I
VRIS, I YA O ool 91T 819 § § U4 foree ui &g faami | g
I s WY IR 93 g 3] A g 9 g AR g fafimg €
R | pE AR RN g $F 9 B, 7 8 R g SR i gem
afer dig 1T 3 g feberg (SRIE I5) S O AR o | Y,
R forerd ek Toge THE &N, 5 T e fowm am 4 3 =g agA
IRAM &S THM | HaI 5 TR TG bl wory IRl el Ared I
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P PeH A I g g | T R & o9 i i dtet =it f-ify gram
B, T Y4 HIee JuaH {55 | 921 1 B39 bl el Jaiel |

1 919 S 99 919 FRAY A HHAE A9y | [ R aga g
i, fo 5 o oM, el T SToig 94 I Mae | FHall W /A
g P [ SRy Tepelie FHIR T | foM= g 31@ U 3farst Balit I+ |
o 5 SRR FAed | 4] BIYR, M g8 T99 s9 | o1 JER
Gl | RN B hig SY faT 3Hd | Bgd wg T debrilch IRTTg14
TSl g PRI PR Al TN | Hg JhT fF 85 &1 v96d IR g |
= Sl GTe g 57 8018 T 99 Y ifhad Wigd Aot i I
Bfds, fhfeq WA g | F9®HE B TG TeH B Hol Pig Slola)
TR |

I e B9 [BRERA &9 THREN oS! HRAd #el dig [
IE | RBY ART S god gae Jfe garen e g aorey g
i HoRE Aol Ao R | g% § $eRI, ST, ToRal J MR et
SRR AR WRew - | S9N B9 $ [T SR BIA & 3= | AR
AR g GEfoRTST o’ o | HEMIR 5 SR Edidad §91 N O M
b by I IR TG difold AITRY H9l SHeligd ATAMGN $HiRe |
¥ e 5 ey wie g ey faReR dig a9 A9 S wemey, I
GTcR 3T DI e g Al |

Nd HIGY B Foid I8 W FARI JH AieRd, gD Y% 98 &Y
I o g S | R B swremraa AR oeie g a1 7w fy |

Book Review: NAAD, New Delhi. June 2004

Tsok Modur breathes fresh air for Kashmiri Literature

Yet another book worth a million dollar mention in all community journals
is Tsok Modur by Shri MK Raina. Tsok Modur is a collection of six short
stories ‘based on our real experiences in life’, says the author in his preface.
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The freshness of the books lies in its format. The narration lies
simultaneously in two scripts, one in Devnagri and other English, facing
each other in the two column page. The setting is a typical Kashmiri
household, so is the idiom and the dialect. The language too is Kashmiri but
in Devnagri and Roman script. The book, first of its kind has created
sensation in the literary circles. In the very preface, the writer writes, “My
intrinsic urge to write stories and poems was fortified when some of my
earlier compositions were accepted for publication by the Srinagar Times
(Srinagar) and Koshur Samachar. The dormant cinders were suddenly
ignited in the post-exodus era and ever since I have been following my
instinctive influence to write seriously.”

He further adds, “While working on the “Basic Reader for Kashmiri
language” for project Zaan, we evolved an Indo-Roman script, to enable
those people to read Kashmiri who are not well versed with the Devnagri. I
have utilized the same in this book, to reproduce the stories for the benefit of
such readers. This enables me to promote this type, side by side with the
Devnagri-Kashmiri, as my bit of contribution towards furthering the cause of
the Kashmiri language.” A key to reading both Devnagri-Kashmiri as well
as Indo-Roman texts, is given at the start of the book.

Tsok Modur (Sweet and Sour), reflects the author’s sweet memories of the
bygone era of peaceful living in Kashmir and same having turned sour with
the cult of gun having vitiated the serene atmosphere in the valley. All said
and done, the work of Shri Raina is of monumental value, particularly at this
stage when our new generation is losing fast touch with its language, culture
and moorings. Notwithstanding the fact that Pt Ishar Kaul was the first to
prepare a Kashmiri primer for learning the language, Tsok Modur
supplements the work to a large extent. Shri Raina deserves to be
complimented of having taken this work despite his engineering
background. The book has come as a real good omen for Kashmiris as the
Government of India has granted the Devnagri script of Kashmiri as a status
of alternate script. It is very easy to pin point some shortcomings here and
there but in this age of materialistic world such a work is really impossible.
We must read Tsok Modur particularly our younger generation to have an
idea about Kashmir, its culture and simultaneously learn the language. The
get up of the book is excellent, the stories have a good Kashmiri idiom and
the use of language is really lucid and full of flow.
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Tsok Ti Modur Ti
- Dileep Kumar Kaul, New Delhi

The stories in Tsok Tu Modur, which means sweet and sour, is an attempt to
incorporate these two tastes of life in them but most of the time they tend to
fall into an abyss of tastelessness. There is enough flavour of Kashmiri
language and Kashmiri Pandit customs but there is not enough development
of characters. In the very first story “Havaelhyeth” the character of mother in
law is very authoritarian. She tortures her elder daughter-in-law who always
tries to be at her service. When ultimately she has to live with the younger
daughter in law she feels tortured and returns to her elder daughter-in-law.
This shows her as a very selfish mother-in-law who gets the sense of sweet
only after tasting bitter. Thus she is not the representative Kashmiri Pandit
lady character. Her struggles, aspirations and strivings have not been made
clear. She is on a receiving end a reactive character. Why is the mother in
law like this? What were the phenomena, which made her like what she is?
This must be explored while writing.

The same problem is there with the second story “Batul”. Though an attempt
has been made to develop the character it still lacks that vibrance which is
necessary for the strength of a character. Sunil lacks an important thing in
his character. He is insensitive and does not understand the agony of his
mother. He is after higher status. He has not got the slightest of the traces of
his father’s self esteem in him. One can say that such characters so exist in
our society. But Sunil’s mother too has lost her self-esteem. The story seems
to be written in a hurry. Any work of fiction is not just a photograph. It must
reflect man’s urge to live amid all odds or his existence amid all the
tragedies of life. Hari Krishen Kauls PAGAH is an ideal story from this
point of view.

The story “Daruhoru” is an oversimplification of the situations, which arise
due to a person suffering from a serious ailment. Especially the psychology
of the kidney donor Shadilal has been totally ignored which has affected the
realism of the story.

The story “VatuKhur” spends two paragraphs in just setting up the story.
One thing, which draws attention to it, is that Saleema and Dulari love each
other so much, but they don’t eat each other’s foodstuffs. This may be a
social reality but while writing a story it must be kept in view that a story
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has its own reality and it must be respected. There was no need to write that
they don’t eat each other’s foodstuffs.

The story “Patsh” shows a development in craft. In it the characters show a
consistent line of development though the required depth is still not there. It
also explores the element of faith very spontaneously and the interest
prevails till end.

The story “Nasihath” is the best story in the collection. It takes the unusual
situations of life into consideration and is very compact in its constitution.
Teenage psychology has been portrayed in a very lively manner. It is this
story, which is set up from word one paragraph one. It shows that the writer
has immense possibilities in him and we should not be surprised if in very
near future he is rated among outstanding fictionists of Kashmiri language.

PR AR, 7 Rkt
(3R 008)

PRI e IH Iz T SActerg RIel T8 TS Hedm =g & HgaRd
qeaad™ § Hanferd “STM” 9ol & YR Ufed W% 391 gR1 I Aih
AR (TE AI) ¥ I B: HTANI HEIA! BT Ig HIE U I IR © |
N SR facel sTawearell & AL TOR SUYET BT HIE ARRY AT 9
fofSai & rer o1 BT 8| G5 & ARIg TS JT SaTex AFac! | gl
AT ¥ S & fora 8 - I8 Pl e fecd | ITell 841 & Siids & G
3T % PHROT IS, SN BR Ud 37T M1 el aredl 2 |

3G ¥ AR
e,
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ot TH.%. 391 NI 9fed € SR fOReIo & gara s § <& & | S T 9Em
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qIaul LR 8 AT faReT | H1h! g FT | s & I IR TR A
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g, Sl TR 9 TR} A1t R & W g Y Bl Vel 8 | FHEIerl o e
3E B W W I R g &1 41 33 FER 8 IR TR geres),
SR, Je FeEd & g 98 R @R HEI=a qed Bl [EER! & | I8
T W& € [ 36 o1 AR HR #, Y 29 BIS R & | TRl 7 eyl
Sifeerdr aReAER 81 8l | & Berl el 7 bl fawe &t dax aRkAl &
i gl 8 3R frsepy TR age AR ga drell @l T U R =1 H Sl 8
foh oFTa 2 foF FEFIBR SAMERY I W9 Are § gedl 2 iR 9e arai @ o
e BT ST F o R SN e W g9 & A1 8| T8 U A hEMIBR
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qRAY I T T & 99 HIR H T4 &A1 & AT R J R a1 H 7
‘TRiger (frem) FEFT BT I8 Tl AR T3 AT I8 WA Wil IS ST
Sigl # A § gear o | 9% AR ot | 5= et o g O, TR ARCR HRIRd
T&l M | B Uh S Uoh IR il | B H1faal | % BT (Heprer epret
IR QI fbell B & IR Rl TR Tid & T 8IS GHMER A | IR Rkel
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‘ToiiEer’ RS A & T2 B FHE @ AR § e W wfie 2 | o
IR R AR A 9 R foheld 79 B” SR H AlST ARt & ford ST
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T &% ST & o’ BR 99 <1 21 99 & anffes Reafey fare o 2 &R
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o | I Fdh 31 fhe I & STl & =T Sidh &Il 7| 3 WY 5 Hhahx
SHIRET T SelTST B &l DR, Tl 1Y, ARAAI 3R BDHRI &b I arS-¢[
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g1 3R S afeky oot | S AR T o, I ‘M & o T FT A
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e | FERl § B3 G &R R-TEel (IJA W) GER A & S
3frafeTahel BT TN & | ETaR! BT Fel 2T STIATR ATl [SFTS Favell &, Ford
H I T & R I

Rl & U TR | SWt Y STeR MR W SR 3 R 2 | dhEiat e
TEl, AT 9 B &RT R T & 3MR FHlcd+ep a7 ST ITAT Bl IR el
AR 3G BAR FATS H foreaT faRT & Gl 3ik @nfaai ot oRga el
g

FeEl Bel W PV IR 8 T8 & S T § | Tidh Bl o Y 31fSyep L |
I3 59 DI fharel A1sel H dhaat B forfd & 2 w11 St ot @rre o Bt
3R GKIDH B! ATST-ool H AR T8R! 3 Faher off | FHaR Bl W iR Meheieh

SI1T ST el 2 |

T3 G 8 & g8 A 0 T BN FEFIBR &1 ST g3l & Il 3 T o
HIIRT B Bl g0 PV < Fbdl 2 | § 7 o Egs | IBT A1 {6 gws o o

Kashmir News Network 28 http://iKashmir.net/mkraina/index.html



Critical Appreciation of M.K.Raina's ‘tsék modur’

TR (FEMTR) § T el T TR Hal=ai e 981 €, I e & IRae &l
HETT R e forad | ST TR o1, 98 HTR F IRAY ¥ T &, o
FEINT AMfecd Bl & AT BT AR & | R | dRd=er & g1 SR
Jpel waEal g &, Sl I 95 FH @t g8 £ g omn § fb
U, X1 St HEMI X9 Bl $Hagd! Bl IR B aiifey T1 Ia-T-2faT S |
AISlE 8 | GaT R SR oM 3R w1 |

- ST. Rra g doir

fefdV, Vo[ 3o 9 oo 9

farermae &t fAifSeT, HRaT Td R BT et gY T AT G arcrali
@ FF H 7@ N oEsl, Ipii-aHdl @ Fae-Jfadl 7 FER Bl
Hifefre favrRT @ 1ol T, o vl Sl it § wqg fhar ek S
SR B9 X g9, S § 5t 7RIS $WT X1 BT AW §< T &b e for
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