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1 @reface

Kashmiri literature has been enriched by many a writer of repute from a long time, but post
independence period saw a flurry of young and enthusiastic playwrights and story writers, to whom I
have always looked up to.

My intrinsic urge to write stories and poems was fortified when some of my earlier compositions
were accepted for publication by the Srinagar Times (Srinagar) in late eighties and Koshur Samachar
(Delhi) in late nineties. The dormant cinders were suddenly ignited in the post-exodus era and ever
since | have been following my instinctive influence to write seriously.

'tsok modur' is my maiden attempt to consolidate my six short stories which are more based on the
realities of our life. The stories contained in this volume, mostly depict the emotional part of
Kashmiri psyche. We rarely forget the time when agonies and bad luck befall, not only on us, but also
on others, even remotely connected to us. We have always worried when some unfortunate incident
took place even in our neighbourhood, be it a Muslim or a Pandit family. We were a class who would
not make merry on our achievements as much as we would bereave on other's agonies. We always
tried to share other's grief. So be it he, you or me suffering, we all shared it. And such incidents have
imprinted a non-fading seal on my psyche, which is the quintessence of my stories.

While working on the 'Basic Reader for Kashmiri Language' for Project Zaan, we evolved an Indo-
Roman script, to enable those people to read Kashmiri who are not well versed with the Devanagari. |
have utilised the same type in this book, to reproduce the stories, for benefit of such readers. This
enables me to promote this type, side by side with the Devanagri-Kashmiri, as my bit of contribution
towards furthering the cause of the Kashmiri language. A key to reading both Devanagari-Kashmiri
as well as Indo-Roman texts, is given at the start of the book.

I am not writing this 'Preface' in Kashmiri for a reason. General masses do not seem to be much
interested in reading a book written in Kashmiri. So I would like the people to go at least through this
‘Preface’ to know the background, my stories are based on. May be, after that, they feel like reading a
few pages into the book.

I must record here my deep gratitude to Shri J.L. Manwati for making an indepth study of the stories
and their characters, and also for writing an illuminating Foreword to the book.

M. K. Raina

E-mail: rainamk 1 @yahoo.co.in

Basant Panchmi
January 26th 2004.
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2 Foreword

n

..... an inquisitive mind, a restive soul and a sensitive psyche, had from the very childhood made an
indelible mark on my daughter, which, after so many years, helped her to describe vividly, the
childhood memories in her award-winning book The God of Small Things", remarked Arundhati
Roy's mother, when asked about the latent talent of her daughter.

Very true, it is only the yearning sensitive soul which can get enveloped into ecstasy or remorse
mode, which manifests itself through pen, either in prose or in poetry.

tsok moduar is a collection of six short stories in Kashmiri, authored by Shri M.K.Raina, a civil
engineer by profession, whose childhood passion and flair for writing saw its fruition after his
sensitive soul was lacerated by the exodus of Pandits from Kashmir.

Yet, the Volume has rightly been titled as 'Sweet & Sour' because the soul of the author even now
harbours 'sweet' memories of 'Batta-Musalman' relationship, though turned 'sour' now, yet he refrains
to term the memories as 'bitter'.

The content-fabric of the stories of the Volume may have the weave of fiction, but the weft strongly
draws upon the emotive and sensitive nature of human beings. Whether it is the character of an
elderly person 'Séhab' who doesn't hesitate to cheat innocent school children in nésihath; or Shafiga's
middle class mentality to show off, and young Jila's bragging to impress the less-privileged village
youth in vatlikhur; or gullibility of womenfolk getting cheated by smart con-men and unflinching

faith of Sonfibatan! in the miracles of Jan Sib as in patsh; or the inherent characteristics of jealousy
and envy between sisters-in-law and flow of human milk of an adopted son Kumar Ji over the curt
behaviour of the real son Shadi Lal towards his parents under the influence of his wife, as in dartihor;

or the uncompromising relation of 'Saas & Bahu' in havil'héth and ultimate realisation of Lilavati -
the 'Saas' about the caring nature of her 'Bahu'; or human character of shunning away from friends
and relations in adversity and the belief of Kamal Sib that 'no one is born bad, but circumstances
make him so', as in batll - reveal that the characters of all the stories are not fictionalised but earthly
and mundane in nature. This art of 'prose-narration' of the author in chaste Kashmiri language makes
a reader feel that he is 'somewhere and somehow' related to the characters of these stories. Another
quite discernible trait of the author is his skill of blending of sub-plots with the main plot of the story,
which, without any exhaustive parenthetic explanation, has helped the author to metamorphose his
stories into a running and engrossing narration. Here, perhaps, engineering background of the author
has helped him to achieve the right mix of empirical sense of human emotional characterisation with
intensity of sensibilities and susceptibilities, which is the cementing force of the characters.

ts6k-modur - the maiden collection of Shri M.K.Raina needs to be read, assimilated and enjoyed, for
it comes as a whiff of fresh air in the world of Kashmiri literature.

J. L. Manwati
Mumbai
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3  About the Author

Sh. M. K. Raina

Born on 10" February 1948, at Chhattabal, Srinagar, Kashmir, Shri Maharaj Krishen Raina
(MKR) is a civil engineer by profession. Having worked in his professional capacity at
Baramulla in J&K Flood Control Deptt, at Uri in Uri Hydel Project, at Kangan in Civil
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Investigation wing of Power Development Deptt, and finally on Upper Sindh Hydel Project —
Phase-II at Kangan and Sumbhal, MKR migrated to Jammu in February 1990 at the height of
militancy in the Valley. In 1995, he shifted along with his family to Mumbeai for a peaceful
living and for providing better education to his children.

Born to Smt. Shamrani Raina and Shri Shamboo Nath Raina, MKR is the second child of his
parents. He has one elder sister Usha Razdan (W/o Shri Jawahar Lal Razdan, settled in
Mumbai), two younger sisters (Lalita Koul W/o Shri Maharaj Krishen Koul and Sarla Bhat,
W/o Shri Ashok Bhat, both settled post-exodus in Jammu) and a younger brother (Rajinder
Raina, settled post-exodus in Mumbai).

MKR lost his father in 1959 at a very young age, when MKR himself was only 11 years old.
Left without any regular income, mother Shamrani took up the challenge and worked hard
for the survival of her children against all odds. The courageous lady did not allow her
children to think even for a while, that they were without a father. And she succeeded in
providing good education to her children and bring them up at par with those in the close
relations and neighborhood. MKR considers all his assets as a consequence of his mother’s
will and hard work and above all, her great motherhood.

In connection with his service in Kashmir, MKR spent most of his time at various scenic
places, on snow-clad mountains, in dense jungles, at lakesides and the like. He got used to
live a camper's life for most part of his service at the places like Booniyar (famous for heavy
snowfall and Mahaseer fish), Mount Hatam Mir (famous for Budloo pine and birchwood),
Nav Baalan (the high altitude snow-clad route from Uri to Gulmarg, passing through LOC at
various places), Mount Viji (the high mountain separating Uri and Handwara), Bandi
Brahmana, Wangath, Narain Naag (a Hindu Tirtha with old temple ruins on the banks of
sacred Krenka Nadi, Mahalish (a vast meadow at the top of mountain range below
Harmukh), Koul Sar, Brahma Sar, Nundakhol and Gangabal (all sacred lakes at the base of
Harmukh, Gangabal being the largest, about 3.5 Kms long, half a Km. wide and more than
80 meters deep at the centre), Sonamarg and other places of tourist interest. This brought him
closer to the charming scenic beauty of the Valley and also provided him the peaceful
atmosphere to write. He is as comfortable with Nastaliq as he is with Devanagari script.

MKR had a natural tendency to write poetry from his childhood. He wrote some poetry and
short stories in his school and college days. His first published poem was ‘ya dekh kar woh
chup hai, ya la-makaan hai khali’ in Urdu, published in the Srinagar Times sometime in late
80’s. Later his poems, mostly in Urdu, were also published in other Urdu dailies like Aftab
and Shahmir.

MKR started writing on a regular basis only after his exodus from the Valley in 1990, when
he got attracted to write in Kashmiri language in Devanagari Script. Koshur Samachar of
New Delhi and Milchar of Mumbai provided him a platform to make his writings public. His
write-ups are a regular feature of some KP journals like Vitasta, Milchar, aalav, Panchtarni,
Harmukh, Sharada Tarangini etc.
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MKR’s first collection of short stories ‘tsok médur’ containing 6 short stories, was published
in January 2004. He intends to publish second volume of the collection next year. His
collection of poems ‘pévan chhim yad’ (a collection of his Satiric, Humour, Emotional,
Romantic poems etc) is also slated for release next year. He composed the title song of the
Kashmiri TV serial ‘Kashmiri Bachon ki Lok Kathayen’ and worked on its 12 episode-
screenplay with Shri Vikas Kapoor, writer and producer. He has also written screenplay for
two Kashmiri films (both comedies) for Shri Jyoti Sarup (Director of film ‘Bub’). MKR has
also written half a dozen of short stories in English under the series ‘Stories for the Children’.

MKR is the Convener of Project Zaan, a joint project of Kashmiri Pandits’ Association and
Lalla Ded Educational and Welfare Trust, Mumbai. His contribution to the cause of Kashmiri
Literature and Kashmiri language is well known. He is the Co-author of ‘Basic Reader for
Kashmiri Language’ and the 'Information Digest' series published under the Project Zaan.
MKR is the Co-ordinating Editor of ‘Milchar’, a bi-monthly KP magazine published from
Mumbai and Editor (Hindi & Kashmiri) of ‘aalav’ published from Bangalore. He has also
been instrumental in development of software for Kashmiri language in Devanagari-
Kashmiri and the Indo-Roman Scripts, under an arrangement with the Cyberscape
Multimedia Ltd., the Akruti software people. He has already transformed the Bhajans and
Leelas of Swami Krishen Joo Razdan and the ‘Man Pamposh’ of Bhawani Bhagyavaan
Pandit into Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri. He has provided the Standardised
Devanagari-Kashmiri text for 'A Dictionary of Kashmiri Proverbs' of Prof. Omkar Nath
Kaul. He is presently working on the transliteration of some valuable Kashmiri literature into
Devanagari-Kashmiri and Indo-Roman Scripts for benefit of the general KP masses.

Present address:

101-A, Pushp Vihar, Shastri Nagar,
Vasai Road (W), Dist. Thane 401 202,
Maharashtra, India.

Tel: 0250-2340110.
Mob: 09422473459.
E-mail: rainamk1@yahoo.co.in
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4 fhaval'héth - gaicgarer

RAS A ASTSEA RIZd 108 FA9 g agd &9 g WE HAl TS 3T
TR WA g a9 o U dd Ty Tegidl ‘e, o onfdfed da §g”,
A A HZad FA Ul TR RRAE U§ I™ et o fa SM gam|

FAST @E AR I9 TH @R B, 99 W TSI AigHd S g Hey
TSREI RATST MW § A TRE HY WW@| Eeffe g8 wed T qdfy gy
AlAEdt TGS AW faarly] wemst g9 Wiey s J WM g W Al
FAST W o TWo WA § e fd o9 M WR a9 Fa1 AAfay g =2
daredr ome fa Sifiy o1 wic® SeR eRgd f§ el S SR g a9
S 1eer S | | G O o ree e B B v e G s | i s o1 A B = s
diamadt Afeey gt @iay O w1k g5 ang dagel Akaw fem SR etg 3
g e O @9 WR dldedt A9 Kg wY q9F wmast gEA e
YT Aty “ReA ST g ShAY TR 9% dehel® TRM| HIeRd S S
T T g9 fo=uifm +m 9= gl s W oW oiffw #R few fa @,
TR B qYHE Yge W Y WE W o T ww sk fa fwm, sfq s
AY H? ded g@ T, TR gY wigl”

TR cidredr gfe gaifass I Jd wRe {0 wasl gga Tiedad ®wieddl &R
FIE, THR qY @@ J| RIS ATE A HIR BHI FAE &I g Hd Ag?
oo S fo 9fF @il diges | sWfaeal 9w, ‘= g9 | Ng 699 '
Wy Teqal e ame s &ty fon @ ufemge ofh s g 3 =
Fg1" e Sem o gy g &y go fafdwes o, ‘et e w9 3
HH FEE wERm ot g ke TR wwmrR)”

TR cfiemadt 3 J 999 9&R| a8 3 $R T&R| a9 A9 § I ®id
wd g efed qa Afd aG9Y ey TR feer 9fy s a9 aw fAfa
sy g frerfa =g wig &f ofgw dgaw, & Som dfae sofa g g9ed
Aegda NeIafcd =8 ®RI G &3 3N T U1 7 FeaY drggd 99 fm
dote ggl" ldEdl e "N WR T 98dd §Ed el d gl dlarddi
BT Wie TRMA #FR HY fay # W9 g WY Wed 9@ W™ @HId wid
4|

damed o f1 I] gag Uied §AMdl I gk 99eeg dEsE od 3 a9
7 =g fem Stem g @i o eE Feel § ™ 7 IR g A AR giee
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W 99 dfe g a9 @@ de el daed g | g g wmA &y
%o weMl TUN wH g fa g 37 99 ween At st =ty dge &/
HY =R T fwE, FEm St oo S sgard wHl W famn og Tt W)
R agA® FH § 97 IH AgUaHl 28 g Igd 9 HaR WR a9

NS

AW J Y HY JaM fRfe= M W@ wuie offg g sifom

FAS A F8E Aed HTE AR OB e 9 "Ael Afafas §fE w6,
‘R 7 ARG R owifa, fr o few 1y ddl aft e U9 ww dw o wm B, g
FH w7 dfd 7 AT =@ g9

FAST W @ IEh|I W W I T I @ A|am v g AdA a®
MfT gg oW A9 daqgd Ry TR T W 9 difd WS MY THT HIE
TE WY T ®A WY W9l FEnl, 98 W e S, ww, el 7§ w@we @@
el afw S AT ofE Wik sRel T ofa ooe Ty Wi g9 W® e g
I fufcred ©@ waSH §I 96 dAM| NE ST ™ Wgd AeE AR dNmHal
A W TR WA HY TR WA AM g hIG H F VRES AR
o feaml TR s FaE FRe? W@ Sge Weny we FEe] W dH TR
YT HY e e g w fam, “Feg e ofga, sfa fa oy feal ==
afg 99 ge9 AWM g® ¥ 9@ omuw| @y ofam faam offym wfafow, wr = =
e agg fafgl w9 fa gn oRkfm Tam I/ I B9 f4 | 3 99 T
) ”

9 93 ;T FHash Ka¥ =e s wHl fyed st gk @ fa o3 @™
Hig YAl dR 99 9w 5 Wi warw g 3 9 fefey afe wast Afa
fa g st oM, agfkw wAifae @iy o a9 gfey 88 oM A g o
ERM AR O A9 3™ W | Wl aft g oaft w2 &g @fe dm a9
R N g ®F e o9 g &9 R &R Kgm 3 a9 Aw o g
TEd W aRd TAE @l 1 g§g s we #IR Aigafd M ¢ wH aEd

3 d<gIAl

* ok ok

TS g9 A M SYAR g e T qUE Argd, g9 h9d g§ed ad Y AR
qfd I Faaw HY T R gS, dF A G 99 URd dediwl 7 si™
IR WAl W TS A HASH AH A dg SAlT Sl U SHEE g
oS A fafes ®wfm S Telw WY Yad saMl & N wfa we ot
frm gg fobcll W W JFW WS WY EMIGAl A A g oTg [ gad
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fafergy e, 99 W w@ W@ M fRaml Sz #M i@ uwd R Ay U9
oE A g 7@ it fa oyl *if g9 sea gfed sma Teifsmd agdl fay
iy R 9 999 99 &M § N7 &R 99 IR fOge Twas) &I & gagl
gfe fa Fa®? TU8 AR TRA A 9 Ted M ot a9y wfw ar ererfs e
ERIEESUY

IS T SR WG e wiE dfuy fafe wreifsm s @iy R
g A IR g T wA, “wg WY AR B TE SRl TR gER 9N
aifg, 9 989 o g1 = g8 T ey W wwe f§ fam srem 3 9w
Hea Hea he, fagarly oifd 9 &R @SR *W? wR g @=a @Ay, Ifa 9
Farst g W Seme g, “dfe wra g 9H, d@ entig amEl HidE 3
g 9y g Jom = A" S Y #fY g oNoud wasie 38
gl 9g Gi¥ehall TF ®Y T FJES J SHMA W wamyg & wREy, “9 W@,

~

Y g waae g ¥ fam g7 =@ g8 e FER g2 Ay Ifd samr s g
I g A o fu fog wmu offm o W 3 TWHI" WR IgEH awH
M J i AW fed St o9 Bay =@ ®RA SF 7 P W S ARl Tw@i
e @ T R By WY §E@ saawl 97 f§ =w o afe 3 Afq e #E,
= Y P dcd TIF IS IUHI dfH FYd I HiAg, ‘g89 @ed AR TZA
g g ifed, IR T e a9 e 9 B o' g afa o owm arfamw” fa
g qfF IME HwH _G ™R N = Ysg T09 KH MW F WA g8 6N
fag arenl Qe ed 89 J o difd gme g (e 9f 8o ww qrg e 9wl
Teld g 315 SIfd HegA|

diaredt offg oifrga ®fa A9 =f g SwEell % g9 UM weRE @e
AW W AFg faam gam g 9@ 9y "ieml Ug S| W 39 ged a9 e
T, MR @, dfay e 9dd @IEH g 4] 99 Hig R P ORI TS B
5 #fc @i’ B2 1Y 33 IR ®HE 58 9 7 damEdt agft =g »ifg gk
3g TEm, faraty @a afg siga gfe o1 <is sic &7 agaam|

FAS S offRd ®IR g9 A 9, R TES 9T o ™Y A0y g w
Ay Fic A9 SEqy 'g =g oM St a8 =8 =Ry daigdl a9 | § U™
S g et FE R WS g %y %7 A AT g fa 9y am =i
TPl 3o MEN T WY Tedd oAl g5 A Sl a" E s RuiE
wAnST | OTHY @@ A I aged N gl W qr | et faRw dwy
Tafas ded g fam

NS
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ISE St SfE ShE WY A Al qUg Wil oied @iy g 9 adeEd
T #e Ie W FFA dF FR S Ifwmg HIR g @i HI qieq
MY IF HeRR| #d #@d R foua diaEdt gk 191 gaug sk 3fa w=wiey
J Ny aMy o, fum e Ay 99 wgg WX R gAl  deadt @9

s St g SR ema W sTetl wefafw g wea Tifa cftaredt qds 9@
Tl gfa sfd @fe offg @ a9 darfty g w3t ol deEika sew we ThaT
g9 Tl o 3 99 9, dig offamEdl si|l warst o9 aft &g afe wag
qigd 7 9979 W8 At &g WR Tlel gfeg I W g S armd =e ol
J I9 HiE MR T G 9 »ifg A St g 9w FE JgT AT g, STt
fcg difw @i g aid® &\ &aw fa o 3 & g&el Afa clerddl
Toetifa dfe IR 09 =eh® G, dff o =agd &g [N TRy wfed, a4 SH
@ TH gSedl d9fd g9 U T g9d, 99 I A A hRY THERR| g
e U9 o9 Wikgd Weaw uare 5 ciemedl f§ ®R arggdl

A 99 @ HAST IR @A KA TA Y YU HKig TSI STeil giad FHIA|
Fyfeq deIaifcd =8 |9 g JaEd, a o w5 g wfay 9w 99w, dfed
Y e ¥R ¥R Ay B W, 1 9 ow == T gk owwer gim
qUEM| TI%hed deh INEY =Y d& TagHg b hUFl Harst Ag 'R g
qgd W@ g WGy digwhd argAaa|

o SifE wiew T W o™ g4 N &R gw T 0 wwEl §g g
FHIR A T JAY 9 WS, g qq" ddl cdaadt g9 9 g qaFgal 15

A WE 99 IF 5@ 9% AFE, ¥ @l ddaeEd ga 999 ok ag| Harst
ot a9 diguat 5 o afey @ we AR g o W Yeed Sigd A9
aigerfa g fag fag o qfn de @ e R wo e St 9 oge g
IR Wiz Agd Afhd a8 WS § Wog A9 Aedl WW RE feg afn
HI oA fraed fa g® e Stem g % &g 7§ 912 9, @R B afd
=3 W U TEEI TR 7 FAST g8 9Rd 9 9y [/ O FH aiey 9
Me 9y sa9 g e fewt 9 faed S, 94s wa, wem St g = sfiew
FH o o™ WM IR U3 g Sl €% HEdl GG g IR AW el
AE g wed fomd qed g Wiy wem g9 fRfe fam df mrea ety

-

A=l damEdt fa gaa T dw oy wIR Wy g Wi sig wM
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S gy E foue feufs = s faea Stag g 9fw fo svar @ a9
Jo@ dq TP od SE™ g el W wiid faeaty dw aiey siem wftem
MEW URHI TR A9 | ARA Fgd JI SR A4

3 Y W *I@ e S g e uwiem fm g Rkfal we A
TG e WE fm g 4w T A9 3 Rfa m=E 7§ © Ren Sew
gfaal

dtamerdl g TS7 99 e TRE WY WAl deay fem SigH SR e 3 #%
TR F@@ I A Sl aEs Aa oW S gfew R OIHgE Tl {9H
AW JAT FIE, difd g 39F A I 59 =i =am|

I S g el HA AsH @Ay S Whgl ooddl Ng@ ST HHT
g I TR AWM ' 9w fa M Oy waE wel dEmnd ow gy
ARl daEd o a8 Tl oAfd ofgH 3 R’R NYgggE wEE wersl g8 Aed
I gl WR Ff 579 I AW H{E S TRE HY A9, A femy sifgw
A H/A wEE wAST AR FGL WAY A &Y Ffaw wow fafg sAEmE?
A AW Mg A HiE g HT SAHA?

58 T_aM o9 J g qR hel fifa aifdyd wEE SEl AEad Hel HhivH
HEE A fd I 7 @ U9 &El gWOd WY A HI HY THAY THEI qHY
e fa oy w499 9™ WA g o @Y =g 99" fEe dffarEdl ©
fafar =ifasr Il @Egs AGIl AR 99 99 Y Koyl I 9dng 199,
IfT w9 TA TEAI S g Aoy fo sy fRfew sy off feg e @
9T AR T T Hegd WM g §8 O a9 el dfared s e
A gg fo wmf A IS weE g7 N9 d9 TSM FadwEl Slel gfkd Aied
A AW g Wed g Y TEHI WR A Sl R @ g8 g Wy AingE
A, TRY WY A wER| WME Ifq Wit Afefaw fa ey 99, 7= 9199, “sdd
UF ol Wewhedd| ¥ B MW A9 Y g g FEAl I8 T TG g
g &, sag wiH FAE ' AU G§ Y g T AldrEd {§e W eAg
=g 7 g gaenfa 9t § @ &R qER ded A9 98 99 9A e8|l WR g
qEE 3 el gy wd T o S fd AR 98 WY STAl W e @R
damedt fag fay @M 99 SRNd TR EEE 58 W a9 U39 =EH| AW 57
MW W Y TR AYT A ORI

ok ok
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et T B g TRE Y U Wer giwdl fame i fifa emgfte 9R @y g
difqe @ ¥ 7 fm w7 9 57 =9 §87 =e Wow oYl Sl oW w9
WG T|AR, A1, TEfTIR Fqd SEA TR TEIE TR TS hid oigd dR?
Y SfgH T TRA He! THAY dedd B oIfe Al YU SR T8I% AR STel
g 7 s du fe tifowl e o Stm g N ow fa e, offew
TR gg ug fomeg steg wR STl enfa J ek Q9 af Wy g A ™
SHEI N SEE g wie g WX SR M WR st fAfw sigg 3 s wwm|
afew fa fey == 9fa T /@ /@ &y W T Tl FI A goa!

9 93 F}gT W g AW W FEAl HY HfY = A S TH YA aR-
FE W R @ AR T 7 W 7 99 SRR TWHI d St o9 TWg W
g IoM g S T geg @idy ' d d@dR @l

Ak g8 ofa v St g St aEe W T % qm o™ well 6
M difqe HTd HRAl AT Y Wl STE q9 WY’ TR aindy Afe eTe
T9 99 YR, § M I@ Al W A9, “Iy w@ @ fafe gweR, dontd
T qE ™ gH 7 Ham e el dew amm, Yo difd wi@ wfa S99
= T\ T fa g qrEmd” dfeed 98 R aft 9 T wiR s o
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